UPHALL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Chair: John Richardson  07763573820  Secretary: Halina Hinton  07501122142  Treasurer/Press Officer: Fraser Graham 01506 853055
Minutes of meeting held on 17th September 2008 at 7.30pm in Uphall Community Centre. 

	1
	Present:             Mr J Richardson (chair), Mrs H Hinton (secretary), Mr F Graham (treasurer), C Arthur,

                          Mrs M Davies, Mrs I Jones, Mrs A Milne, Dr G Paisey, Cllr Alex Davidson,

                          Cllr Ellen Glass, Cllr Graeme Morrice

Guest Speaker:  Julie Cassidy, West Lothian Community Health and Care Partnership

Apologies:         Mrs J Baxter, Cllr Janet Campbell, PC L Cousens, Mr D Flight, Mr J Moore,

                           Mrs L Thomson

                              

	2
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS



	
	Proposed by Dr G Paisey. Seconded by Mr F Graham.

Previous minutes – meeting held in Volunteer Arms not Community Centre. Duly amended.



	3
	WL PUBLIC PARTNERSHIP FORUM (WL PPF) – presentation by Julie Cassidy



	
	WL Community Health and Care Partnership is working to improve the health and well-being of the population of West Lothian. It will provide a safe and consistent health and care service of the highest quality in line with current practice. The focus areas are family health, children and families, mental health, health improvement, community health and drug and alcohol team.

WL PPF is a network of local organisations and individuals who aim to work in partnership with the CHCP and NHS Board for the benefit of the local community.

The next meeting of WLCHCP will be held on Thursday 25th September in Large Boardroom, St John’s Hospital.

Action: JR



	4
	MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES



	a
	Skatepark

Work will start on the installation of lighting in the next few weeks.



	b
	Village Signs

An overall survey is being done of all Fairtrade areas. 



	c
	Planning Permission

Planning permission has been granted for a hot food take-away at 11 West Main Street.

	d
	Flooding in Stankards

Only three properties are affected – two in Johnston Avenue and one in Macfarlane Place. Letter received from Alex Linkston outlining possible solutions to this problem. Drains in the area have now been cleaned. 

A hole which has appeared in the Thomson Grove area which is of potential danger to the public. Cllr Graeme Morrice to attend to this.

 


	e
	Outdoor War Memorial for Uphall and Broxburn

The first meeting of the sub-committee met on 17/09/08. It was decided that school children were going to be asked to draw a picture of the war memorial and one of these would be chosen. Local residents were also going to be asked to participate in selecting the site for the memorial – responding to advert in local papers and putting their selection in suggestion boxes. Funding for this project will be required. The next meeting will be held on Thursday 16th October.  



	f
	Cold Calling Control Zones

Leaflets are now ready for being delivered. Members of the community council have volunteered to leaflet houses in the area in which they live. Still waiting for notification of when the street signs are going to be put up.


                                                                                           

	4
	POLICE REPORT



	
	During the month of August, 6 crimes were recorded with 3 being solved. This is a solvency rate of 50%. The year to date solvency rate is 47%.

There were 5 youth calls during the month and police received a total of 108 calls. There were 4 calls to the pond at South Middleton regarding the youths drinking and using a raft on the pond.

Both Community Officers and Environmental Wardens will be carrying out a joint patrol on Friday 26th September. They will target underage drinking, littering, vandalism and dog fouling.

The Midnight Football commences again on 26th September at Broxburn Sports Centre from 7.30pm and any youths encountered on the joint patrol will be encouraged to attend this weekly event.

Concern expressed by the community council regarding the problems at the Middleton Pond.



	5
	TREASURER’S REPORT



	
	Balance in account stands at £774.03 including money in the savings account. 



	6
	CORRESPONDENCE

	a
	Planning Applications

· Change of use from store to form an office (class 2) and erection of a 40sqm extension at 50-52 West Main Street – 0835/FUL/08

· Installation of a dormer window at 29 East Main Street – 0846/H/08

· Erection of a signboard (in retrospect) at 33 Station Road – 0857/A/08 



	b
	Town Centres and Local High Streets: Edinbugh & Lothians Community Council Regional Meetings

Meeting to be held on Wednesday 1st October at 7.00pm in the City Chambers, High Street, Edinburgh.

It was decided that no representatives would attend as West Lothian has it’s own Town Centre meetings.



	c
	West Lothian Association of Community Councils

Neil Carron, Development Manager for Land Securities, The Elements Development, Livingston, will be speaking at a meeting in Stoneyburn Community Council on Tuesday 7th October at 7.00pm. The main focus of the meeting will be car parking charges at The Elements Development.



	d
	Community Christmas Fair
This will be held on Saturday 8th November from 10.00am to 2.00pm in Uphall Community Centre. It was agreed that the community council would have a Fairtrade stall. A table has been booked.

Action: HH, JM



	e
	A899 Houston Interchange Bridge – New Height Restriction

A height restriction will be placed on this bridge which may affect high vehicles using Houston Road. Buses will not be affected.



	f
	Invite to Digital SwitchoverEvent

This will be held on Wednesday 8th October from 10.00 – 11.30am at the Hilton Edinburgh Grosvenor Hotel, Grosvenor Street, Edinburgh.



	g
	West Lothian Children’s Panel - Recruitment

The panel is made up of volunteers from all walks of life and West Lothian is currently looking to recruit new members.

	h
	Cutting Edge

West Lothian has been voted the happiest place to live in Scotland and the third happiest in Britain.

Walking Week takes place from 15th to 21st September. Various walks have been organised across the district. Leaflets can be picked up from the Community Centre and Broxburn Library.



	i
	Airdrie/Bathgate Rail Link

Due to modification of the platform, 25 parking spaces have been taken away and this has created a problem with parking at the station with cars having to be parked in the surrounding streets. The Chair has contacted the Rail Link Project and has been informed that little can be done to alleviate the problem. The new car park will be completed by 2010. The second railway line will open in Jan 2009.



	j
	Data Protection

The Chair wrote to Cllr King regarding the Council’s decision to cover the cost of annual Data Protection registration for one year only. He urged for the motion to get West Lothian Council to cover the costs year on year to be reconsidered.



	k
	2009 Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service

Open Door has been entered into the nominee pool for the 2009 Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service.



	7
	AOCB



	a
	New Members for Community Council

Mrs Irene Jones and Dr Gerald Paisey were ratified as members of Uphall Community Council.

Mr Alex Torrance has submitted an application to become a member of Uphall Community Council. This was proposed by Cllr Alex Davidson and seconded by Mrs M Davies. Mr Torrance is now a member of the community council. We now have our full quota of members.



	b
	Open Door

On the 28th October, The Open Door café will have been open to serve the local community for 10years. During opening hours (10.00am to 2.00pm) every visitor will be offered a slice of birthday cake and a cup of tea/coffee. The cake will be cut shortly after the café opend.



	c
	Ceilidh 

Uphall Community Centre Management Committee are holding a Ceilidh on Friday 10th October. Tickets £7.00 (including buffet, band).



	d
	Litter Bins at Bottle Bank

Secretary to contact Waste Management inquiring when litter bins will be provided at bottle banks. In February, we had been informed that bins would be supplied by the summer.

 

	e
	Height of Trees

Concern expressed by one of our members about the height of some of the trees near Thomson Grove.



	f
	Aggregate Site at Wimpey Site

West Lothian Council are investigating this operation which has no planning permission.



	8
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING



	
	The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 15th October at 7.30pm in Uphall Community Centre.
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