UPHALL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on Wednesday 21st September 2005 in Uphall Community Centre at 7.30pm

	Item
	Description


	Action

	
	Present:      Mrs H Chalmers, Mrs M Davies, Mr F Graham, Mrs H Hinton, 

                   Mrs A Milne, Mr J Moore, Mrs L Thomson

                   PC C Hulme, Cllr G Morrice

Apologies:  Mr D Flight, Mr A Valentine, Mrs E Valentine, 

Angela Mahoon, who was to attend our meeting and talk about Food Co-ops, was unable to come along.


	

	1
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING


	

	
	Proposed by Mrs L Thomson. Seconded by Mrs M Davies.
	

	
	
	

	2
	MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING


	

	
	Proposed by Mrs L Thomson, Seconded by Mrs M Davies.
	

	
	
	

	3
	POLICE REPORT


	

	
	Crime figures are down this year – in August ’04 – 42, August ’05 – 21. Only two incidents of vandalism were recorded this month. The person responsible for the stabbing in Loaninghill is in custody. The youth in the area still congregate in Glebe Park The vast majority are not troublemakers, just bored with nothing to do. Not really interested in going along to the youth club in the Community Centre as it finishes at 9.00pm.


	

	4
	MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES


	

	
	Education

Question raised as to whether it was appropriate to invite the head of Broxburn Academy to come along to our meeting in January. It was pointed out that as the choice of subjects available to pupils in Broxburn Academy had been raised, this was the reason behind the invitation. The subjects on offer to pupils depends on the availability of teachers. It was decided to invite the head teachers of both Broxburn Academy and St Margaret’s Academy to attend our meeting in January.


	HH

	
	Objection to Planning Application

Phone call received from Ranald Dods inquiring if we were sure we wanted to withdraw our objection to the proposed market on land adjacent to the A89. Reason for withdrawal of objection explained to him.


	

	5
	CORRESPONDENCE


	

	i
	Circulate

· Meningitis UK Walk 2005 – Londonderry to London

· Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service

· The White Paper Speak-Easy – Making the Planning System more Efficient

· Welcome to GetClued.com – gathers customer feedback and ratings on tradesmen and other services in your local area


	

	ii
	Planning Applications

All planning applications in our area were noted.

The house to be erected at 46/50 East Mains Street fronts onto Alexander Street.

Plans to be obtained for the house to be erected at 41 Ecclesmachen Road.

Strathbrock Parish Church has received a letter regarding the erection of a radio mast behind the Church Hall.


	

	iii
	West Lothian Licensing Board 

Applications to be put before the October Quarterly Meeting were noted.


	

	iv
	The Lothian and Borders Fire and Rescue Service Board

At its meeting on 24th June, The Lothian and Borders Fire and Rescue Service Board agreed to full public consultation on its Service Improvement Plan 2005/2010. This plan describes how the Board intends to improve its services to the community and hence improve community safety. Their overall aim is to change the Fire Brigade from an organisation which is primarily concerned with delivering an emergency service to one which thinks first about preventing emergencies from occurring. The Board have considered the levels of service they provide and recommended adjustments to ensure that they are able to make the best use of the resources they have. The Plan describes how they could do this and also details the recommendations they are making.

Cllr Graeme Morrice said that since 1999, there has been a 26% reduction of fire incidents in Livingston but there has been an increase in Whitburn. Household deaths through fire occur in the west of the county – 4-5 deaths in Blackburn and 4 in Bathgate. One of the aims of the Service Improvement Improvement Plan is to educate the public in the prevention of fire – in 60% of household fires, person is dead before 999 is dialled. There is a written guarantee by the Fire Master that there will be no diminishing of the fire service.


	

	v
	Save Fire Cover – Help Save Livingston’s Fire Cover
Letter received from Fire Reforms Action Group of West Lothian regarding the proposed cuts to Livingston fire station. Their aim is to ensure that the existing cover in Livingston is not cut as they feel that the residents of West Lothian will be put at risk to facilitate the re-distribution of fire-fighters throughout Lothian & Borders. Uphall Community Council agreed to back the campaign. Secretary to confirm this in writing.

 
	HH

	vi
	Public Consultation on Open Space and Sports Facilities Strategies

The aim of the strategies is to focus potential investment in open spaces and sports facilities across West Lothian over a ten year period. Display boards explaining the strategies in our area were on view in Broxburn Library on Saturday 10th September. One of the recommendations in our area is for the upgrade of the pavilion in King George V Park. A question was raised as to why the changing facilities in the community centre could not be used.

Cllr Graeme Morrice informed us that Edinburgh organisations book facilities in the west of the county. It was intended that in future, priority be given the West Lothian organisations. There are proposals that bookings being made for the use of the swimming pools by those outwith the area, should pay for the use of the facility.


	

	vii
	Review of Electoral Ward Boundaries  

After discussion, the community council decided that the proposed multi-member ward of Broxburn, Uphall abd Winchburgh would not be in the best interest for Uphall. We consider that there is a natural affinity between Broxburn, Uphall and Dechmont and feel that these three communities, situated along the A89, would make a more realistic one multi-member ward. Secretary to write to the Boundaries Commission presenting our views.


	HH

	viii
	The Development Control Team

Notification of officers’ responsibilities in development control.


	

	ix
	Free Loan of Display Stand

West Lothian Association of Community Councils has joined forces with West Lothian Council to produce a special version of the ‘Callum’ poster to encourage people to join community councils. The giant mobile display is available for free loan to any community council interested in attracting new members.


	

	5
	AOCB


	

	i
	Ivy on Ecclesmachen Road

A request was made for the ivy on Ecclesmachen Road (on the wall at the footpath on the east side of the road) to be cut back. This has been an ongoing problem for some time and impeded pedestrians as they walk along at this point. Cllr Graeme Morrice to deal with this matter.


	Cllr G M

	ii
	Bulky Uplifts

Question asked as to why Uphall is always first on the list for bulky uplifts. It was felt that more notice was needed prior to the date of the uplift. It is hoped that a solution will be found to overcome this problem.


	

	iii
	Recycling at Broxburn

A suggestion was put forward for providing a step at the green skips to make it easier to throw rubbish into the skip.


	

	iv
	A89 Traffic Lights at Middleton Hall

These lights are set at being predominantly red with a green filter. Concern expressed at the potential for confusion with people stopping, or braking suddenly, at the red.


	

	6
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING


	

	
	The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 19th October 2005 at 7.30pm.in Uphall Community Centre. 

Judith Toleman from Linlithgow Fair Trade and Jackie Maloney, Tourism and Town CentresAssistant will be talking about Fair Trade.
	

	
	
	


PAGE  
1

