UPHALL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Chair: John Richardson  07763573820  Secretary: Halina Hinton  07501122142  Treasurer/Press Officer: Fraser Graham 01506 853055
Minutes of meeting held on 15th October 2008 at 7.30pm in Uphall Community Centre. 

	1
	Present:             Mr J Moore (Vice Chair), Mrs H Hinton (secretary), Mr F Graham (treasurer), 

                          Mrs J Baxter, Mr D Flight, Mrs I Jones, Mrs A Milne, Mr A Torrance, 

                          Cllr Janet Campbell, Cllr Alex Davidson, Cllr Ellen Glass, Cllr Graeme Morrice

In attendance:   Catherine Ferguson

Apologies:         Mr J Richardson (Chair), Mrs L Thomson, PC L Cousens

                              

	2
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS



	
	Proposed by Mr F Graham. Seconded by Mrs I Jones.

Previous minutes – Mr A Torrance proposed as member of community council by Mrs A Milne and seconded by Mrs M Davies. Duly amended.



	3
	MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES



	a
	Cold Calling Control Zones

Leaflets are in the process of being delivered by members of the community council. Thomson Grove, Thomson Court, Burnside Road, Loaninghill Cottages, Station Road, Forkneuk Road, Forkneuk Steadings, Strathbrock Place, Millbank Place. Muir’s Court and Howieson Green have been leafleted. 



	b
	Litter Bins at Bottle Bank

Waste Management has been contacted and they say they will look into the funding and cost of providing litter bins at bottle banks.



	c
	Green Bing/Former Wimpy Site

Briefing note received from West Lothian Council outlining concerns, action taken, action to be taken in the event of an illegal demolition and related planning issues.



	d
	Hole at Thomson Grove

An investigation will be carried out regarding this hole.

 


	4
	POLICE REPORT



	
	During the month of September, 18 crimes were recorded with 2 being solved. This is a solvency rate of 11%. The year to date solvency rate is 40%.

There were 3 youth calls during the month and police received a total of 118 calls. 



	5
	TREASURER’S REPORT



	
	Balance in account stands at £774.03 including money in the savings account. 



	6
	CORRESPONDENCE



	a
	Circulate

· Newsletter from The Association for the Protection of Rural Scotland

· Postwatch Scotland

· Minutes of Uphall Community Centre Management Committee meeting

	b
	Planning Applications

· Erection of a conservatory at 26 Thomson Court.

· First floor extension to house, extension to house and erection of a double garage at 4 Forkneuk Road. 



	c
	Special Project Grant

Our application for funding for setting up Uphall as a Cold Calling Control Zone has been successful and we have received £750 towards this project. More leaflets, red cards and street signs will now be ordered.

Action: HH 



	d
	Guest Speakers

Dave Lockhart from Lothian and Borders Fire and Rescue Service will talk about Home Safety Checks at our meeting on 19th November. 

Inspector Acamovic will be our guest speaker at our meeting on 21st January 2009.

Invitations have been sent to other local community councils (Uphall Station, Pumpherston, Dechmont, Ecclesmachan and Winchburgh) inviting them along.

Action: HH



	e
	Association for the Protection of Rural Scotland
Membership subscription due this month - £20.

Action: HH



	f
	ASCC Conference

The first Annual National Conference of the ASCC will take place on Saturday 22nd November in the Scottish Parliament from 10.00am to 3.30pm. Registration in advance is required for entry. Five community councillors will be attending. Secretary to register those attending.

Action: HH, AM, JM, GP, AT



	g
	Postwatch Scotland’s Farewell

On 1st October, Postwatch will merge with Energywatch and the National Consumer Council to form the new National Consumer Council which will be known as Consumer Focus. This new body will have a wide remit to help consumers of postal and other services get a fair deal and to identify ways in which services can be improved.



	h
	Airdrie/Bathgate Rail Link Project – Line Closures Autumn 08

The Bathgate line will be closed between October 11th and 19th for double tracking and signalling works. There will also be a number of weekend closures in September and October. Buses will replace trains on those dates. Double-tracked Bathgate/Edinburgh line to begin operation in October.



	i
	Skatepark Lighting

The estimated delivery of the new lighting columns will be in or around 17th November. It will take a further 3 weeks until the lighting is functional.



	j
	Broxburn and Uphall Town Centre Management Group

The first meeting of this group will take place on Wednesday 5th November at 8.30am in ’The Club’, Greendykes Road, Broxburn. Two representatives will be attending the meeting. Secretary to contact Hazel Hay re time of meeting – disfranchising some members of community council.

Action: HH



	k
	Cutting Edge

Festive cheer for senior citizens. This year’s Christmas bonus has been doubled to £20.

The next meeting of the Local Area Committee is on Wednesday 19th November at 9.00am in the Council Chambers.

Road closure – The B8046 Station Road, Uphall Station, will be closed for three weekends from Saturday 1st November to allow the M8 bridge to be inspected and a structural survey carried out. The road will close from 7.00am on 1st November to 6.00pm on Sunday 2nd November and for similar times on the weekends of 8th and 15th November. Shuttle buses will be provided and diversions signposted. Pedestrians will not be affected.

A youth directory has been prepared for the Broxburn, Uphall and Winchburgh ward. This highlights activities in the area for young peoples. The directory can be downloaded from the Broxburn Academy website at www,broxburnacademy.net



	l
	West Lothian Local Plan: Developer Contribution Policies & Supplementary Planning Guidance

Comments to be submitted by Friday 7th November on two documents – Proposed Interim Changes to Supplementary Planning Guidance and Supplementary Planning Guidance – Planning for Education.



	m
	Supplementary Planning Guidance – Construction Training, Training in Other Sectors and Local Employment Agreements

Comments to be submitted by Friday 7th November.



	n
	Consultation on a Patient’s Rights Bill for Users of the NHS in Scotland.

This consultation can be viewed online at www.scotland.gov.uk/consultations. Written responses to be submitted by Friday 16th January. 



	7
	AOCB



	a
	Ivy in Ecclesmachan Road

Problem of overgrown ivy in Ecclesmachan Road being a problem to pedestrians. Cllr Graeme Morrice to contact NETs.



	b
	Ecclesmachan Cemetery and Uphall Old Cemetery

Catherine Ferguson spoke about the unmarked graves in both cemeteries – 560 in Ecclesmachan and 191 in Uphall. She has put in a lot of time and effort into finding out that they belong to old Bangour patients. Plagues are going to be made for both cemeteries to commemorate those buried in these unmarked graves. Cllr Alex Davidson and the Chair both thanked Catherine for all her hard work in ensuring that those buried in these graves would not be forgotten.



	c
	Flooding in Stankards

Residents in three properties are concerned that their properties are under threat of flooding following heavy rain. Are looking for solutions from West Lothian Council to solve this recurring problem.



	d
	Website for Community Council

The possibility of a website for the community council was discussed to promote Uphall. Our youth member could be involved to represent young people. A suggestion was put forward for a logo but this was rejected by the majority of the members.

 

	8
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING



	
	The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 19th November at 7.30pm in Uphall Community Centre.

Guest speaker – Dave Lockhart from Lothian and Borders Fire Service.
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