UPHALL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held at 7.30pm on Wednesday 19th October 2005 in Uphall Community Centre 

	Item
	Description


	Action

	
	Present:      Mr D Flight, Mr F Graham, Mrs H Hinton, Mrs A Milne, Mr J Moore,

                   Mrs M O’Donnell, Judith Toleman, Myra Macpherson, Annette Frater,

                   Cllr A Davidson

Apologies:  Mrs H Chalmers, Mrs M Davies, Mrs L Thomson, Cllr G Morrice

                   
	

	1
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
	

	
	Proposed by Mr J Moore. Seconded by Mr F Graham.
	

	
	
	

	2
	MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING
	

	
	Proposed by Mrs L Thomson, Seconded by Mrs M Davies.
	

	
	
	

	3
	MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES
	

	i
	A89 Traffic Lights at Middleton Hall

Email received from Glenn Armstrong stating that if the traffic lights were to be upgraded to a higher standard similar to those on the A89/B8046, the costs would have to be met by the council and would be considerable. A Stage 4 Road Safety Audit will be carried out one year after installation. If this shows any area for concern, then these will be dealt with accordingly. The Community Council did not request that the traffic lights be upgraded. What we are concerned with is the fact that the red light is predominant and this causes confusion to many drivers who brake suddenly. There have been many reports of near misses occurring at these lights. The secretary to contact Glenn Armstrong again regarding this matter.


	HH

	ii
	Ivy on Ecclesmachen Road

This has now been cut back.


	

	iii
	Proposed Market on Land Adjacent to A89, Uphall

The applicant has withdrawn his application.


	

	iv
	Review of Electoral Ward Boundaries

Acknowledgement received for letter regarding our views on the electoral ward boundaries. This will be placed before the Commission for consideration in due course.


	

	4
	Fairtrade

Judith Toleman from Linlithgow, a member of the steering group in Linlithgow when it became a Fairtrade town, talked to us about Fairtrade.

Fairtrade guarantees a better deal for third world countries.

The Fairtrade mark guarantees:

· Farmers a fair and stable price for their products.

· Farmers and plantation workers the opportunity to improve their lives.

· Greater respect for the environment.

· Small farmers a stronger position in world markets.

· A closer link between shoppers and producers.

West Lothian Council supports Fairtrade. If we want Uphall to become a Fairtrade town, a steering group needs to be formed. This group would be made up of local councillors, members of the Community Council and the Community Centre as well as representatives from churches and schools. A sub group would then be formed to get representatives from the village. Our local Scot-mid supports Fairtrade as does Strathbrock Parish Church.

Fairtrade Fortnight takes place on March 4th - 19th 2006 where the public are made aware of the principles of Fairtrade and the wide range of products available. More information can be accessed on the website www.fairtrade.org.uk
It was decided to discuss this further at next month’s meeting. Representatives from the Community Centre, Strathbrock, South Church and Broxburn Church will be invited to come along to the meeting.


	DF

HH

	5
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	i
	Circulate

· SEPA View

· Association of Scottish Community Councils – Annual Report 2005

· Adult Basic Education


	

	ii
	02 (UK) Limited

Pre-application correspondence for the proposed installation of a telecommunications mast adjacent to Strathbrock Church Hall, Fernlea.

The primary objective of this mast is to provide the Uphall area with 02 2G coverage. The Community Council feels that this mast is too close to housing. Secretary to write informing 02 of our objection.


	HH

	iii
	Winter Services in West Lothian
Notification of gritting services. Secretary to contact Dave Pringle to find out if Station Road has been added to the list of primary routes for the gritting of pavements.


	

	iv
	Uphall Diamonds 

Letter received from Uphall Diamonds Under 15’s football team requesting a donation. As we have already given a donation to the Under 16’s, a donation will be given to the Under 15’s next year.


	HH

	v
	Race Equality Scheme Consultation

West Lothian Council has revised their race equality scheme and has set out how they will work to ensure a safe, inclusive and fair West Lothian for all people.


	

	6
	AOCB
	

	i
	Footway Improvements

Concern expressed at the length of time it is taking for the resurfacing of footways to be completed.


	

	ii
	Vehicles Driving on Pavements

On a number of occasions vehicles have been seen reversing or driving on the pavements outside certain premises in the village – Ekco, the Corner Shop and Scot-mid. This matter will be reported to the police.


	HH

	iii
	Community Council Members Standing Down

Mrs J Baxter, Mr A Valentine and Mrs E Valentine are standing down from the Community Council. Thanks were expressed for all the work they have done over the years in their capacity as Community Councillors.


	

	6
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING


	

	
	The inaugural meeting of the new community council will be held on Wednesday 16th November at 7.00pm in Uphall Community Centre. This will be followed by an ordinary meeting.
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