UPHALL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on Wednesday 16th November 2005 in Uphall Community Centre at 7.30pm

	Item
	Description


	Action

	
	Present:      Mrs H Chalmers, Mrs M Davies, Mr D Flight, Mrs H Hinton, 

                   Mrs A Milne, Mr J Moore, Mrs L Thomson,

                   PC L Smith, Sergeant D Cleeton

                   Cllr A Davidson, Cllr G Morrice

                   Representatives from Strathbrock Parish Church, Uphall South, 

                   Broxburn, Livingston Fairtrade, Mrs I Bishop

Apologies:  Mr F Graham

                   
	

	1
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING


	

	
	Proposed by Mrs A Milne. Seconded by Mr J Moore.
	

	
	
	

	2
	MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES


	

	i
	A89 Traffic Lights at Middleton Hall

As Glenn Armstrong has now left West Lothian Council, secretary spoke to Derek Alexander regarding the concern with the A89 traffic lights. Email received from Derek Alexander stating that arrangements were being made to have ‘vertical louvered’ hoods fitted to red signals for right-turning vehicles on the A89. 


	

	ii
	O2 Mobile Phone Mast

Acknowledgement received for objection to the installation of a mobile phone mast at land adjacent to Strathbrock Parish Church Hall. 


	

	iii
	Winter Services in West Lothian - Footways
Station Road has been redesignated as one of the first secondary routes to be gritted.  Not enough people use the pavement to make it a primary route. Maps have been altered and drivers advised to check maps prior to gritting.


	

	3
	Fairtrade

West Lothian Fairtrade – There are pockets of Fairtrade practice throughout West Lothian and they need to join together.

Steering Group to be formed. Representatives from all the churches in the local area will be invited to attend as well as members from the community council. The date for a meeting of the Steering Group still to be decided.


	

	4
	POLICE REPORT


	

	
	Out of the 16 crimes committed in October, 5 have been solved – 31% solvency. No further developments in the investigation into the crime which took place in Station Road on 28th October.

A special operation is being developed to try and address the youth problem in the area. Youth congregate in the Glebe/Ecclesmachen area and their main complaint is that they have nothing to do. Several ideas are being looked at. A questionnaire is being handed out to the groups of youth on Friday nights. Licensed premises are being asked to co-operate and action will be taken if alcohol is sold to underage drinkers. 

Police are to be contacted by any member of the public if they see drink being sold to under 18s. Drinking in public places is not allowed. PC Hulme is visiting Broxburn Academy and talking to pupils. Further action will be taken against children found in possession of alcohol. The drop-in centre at the Community Centre attracts quite a lot of youth and most are positive about this facility but the main complaint is that it shuts too early. The skatepark, due to open next year, will no doubt be a popular meeting place.

The police are invited to attend the meeting of the Management Committee of the Community Centre in November to discuss the youth problem. Members of the Community Council are invited to attend in January. Addressing the problem of the youth in the area is everybody’s responsibility.

 
	

	5
	CORRESPONDENCE


	

	i
	Circulate

· SPOKES bulletin

· Meningitis UK


	

	ii
	Education

Mrs McKay (head of Broxburn Academy) and Mr Sweeney (head of St Margaret’s Academy) will both be attending the meeting in January. Mr Sweeney suggested bringing along some pupils from this area. Secretary to contact Mrs McKay to ask if she would like to do the same. 


	HH.

	iii
	Food Co-op
Angela Mahoon, Community Health Development Officer, will attend our meeting in February and talk about Food Co-ops.


	

	iv
	Finalised West Lothian Local Plan 

Letter of acknowledgement for our objections.


	

	v
	Local Transport Strategy

West Lothian Council is starting to draft its new Local Transport Strategy. Comments are invited on the consultation paper. The chair, planning secretary and secretary to read the document and complete the consultation form. Secretary to return form to Transportation Manager by Friday 16th December.


	JM.  LT.

HH.

	vi
	Proposed Raised Tables in Ecclesmachen Road

West Lothian Council propose to install speed cushions in Ecclesmachen Road. The aims of the scheme are to control vehicles and to reduce speeds, thereby providing a safer environment for pedestrians and all road users. This is part of a three-year programme for traffic calming measures. A public meeting has been arranged for 7.00pm on Tuesday, 22nd November in Uphall Primary School where local residents can express their views on these proposals.

Question raised as to when traffic-calming measures were going to be installed in Station Road. A proposal was put forward to invite someone from traffic management along to our meeting in March. Secretary to arrange this. 


	HH

	vii
	Licensing Board

The Board have decided to look again at their guidelines for regular extensions of permitted hours in licensed premises. Having looked at a copy of the current guidelines, the community council consider the existing policy acceptable. Secretary to inform Licensing Board of our views.  


	HH

	viii
	What Can We Do To Help Community Councils To Fulfil Their Roles

The Scottish Executive is considering the future of community councils to ensure that they can be as effective as possible. As part of this exercise, a public consultation document was launched on 16/11/05. Comments on this document to be made by 28/02/06. This will be discussed at next month’s meeting.


	

	ix
	Carriageway and Footway Works – East and West Main Street

Road markings for restricted parking and disabled parking bays will be carried out once the road has been resurfaced.


	

	x
	Public Affairs Manager, BAA Edinburgh Airport

Letter of introduction from Kevin Lang, Public Affairs Manager.


	

	xi
	Subscription Renewals

Rural Scotland - £15.00

Scottish Rights of Way - £16.00
	HH

	
	
	

	6
	AOCB


	

	i
	Ross’s Walk

Concern expressed once more about the poor state of this walkway.


	

	ii
	Street Lighting from A89 to Railway Station

The street lighting along this stretch of road is not up to standard. Secretary to report the matter to the lighting department.


	HH

	6
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING


	

	
	The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 18th January 2006 at 7.30pm in Uphall Community Centre.
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