UPHALL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 21st May 2008 at 7.30pm in Uphall Community Centre.

	1
	Present:  Mr D Flight, Mr F Graham, Mrs A Milne, Mr J Moore, Mr J Richardson (chair), 

               Mrs L Thomson, Cllr E Glass 

In attendance:  Mrs M O’Donnell, Dr Paisey             

Apologies:  Callum Arthur, Cllr J Campbell, Cllr Alex Davidson, Cllr G Morrice Morrice,

                    Mrs H Hinton

                               

	2
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS

	
	Proposed by Callum Arthur. Seconded by Mr D Flight.



	3
	MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES

	a
	Cold Calling Control Zones

Three streets have become CCC Zones and if funding application is successful, we will spread out to the rest of the village. Cllr Glass said that we should write to each councillor and request assistance with the project in case we were unsuccessful in receiving funding from the Special Project Grant. Note: Each councillor can give up to £200 from their Local Disbursement Fund. She suggested we should write to her and she would speak to the other councillors.

Action: HH


  

	b
	Uphall to Binny Craig Right of Way

Mr D Flight gave a presentation about the collapsed stone wall reported by Mrs Cuthbertson and he had also inspected the damage. He stated that in his opinion, even although the wall is collapsed, the path at that point is quite wide and does not constitute a major hazard. However it should be reported to WLC Highways for their attention in the future.



	c
	Data Protection 

This subject was discussed at length and on the basis of the letter (dated 1st April) from WLC Chief Solicitor, the Chair pointed out that we had no alternative but to conform with the WLC’s wishes and register. It was suggested that we ask the councillors to assist with the £35 registration fee due to our shortage of funds.

 


	d
	Draft Core Path Plan

Mr D Flight indicated that there had been very little change from the last meeting in March other than Oatridge College have done some work in Three Mile Town to try to raise funds (two objections have been made). He said he would like to attend the next meeting on 18th June. This was agreed as he is best suited and will report back at the August meeting.

Action: DF



	e
	Crime Prevention Meeting

 Halina and John attended this meeting and put forward their views on the Cold Calling Zone project and the lack of response to our requests. This problem has now been addressed.

                                                                                           

	f
	Airdrie/Bathgate Rail Link

The members were informed of the line closures during the months of July and October and the alternative transport arrangements by bus. October 2008 – Uphall Station with two platforms. 2010 – Car park and new access road to be in operation.



	4
	POLICE REPORT

	
	Due to there being no representation from the police, no report was given.



	5
	TREASURER’S REPORT

	
	The treasurer reported that there had been two transactions since the last meeting and all bills had been paid leaving a balance of £127.45 plus monies in the savings account, a total of £534.23



	6
	ASCC CONSTITUTION CONSULTATION 2008

	
	Copies of the draft constitution had been given to CC members and it was agreed that it would be included on the next UCC meeting’s agenda. Responses should be forwarded to the Secretary/Chair prior to the meeting (note – closing date for comments is 21st June 2008).



	7
	CORRESPONDENCE

	a
	Circulate

· Rural Scotland

· Uphall Community Centre – minutes of Management Committee Meeting

· Scotnet News



	b
	Planning Applications

Three planning applications:

· Change of use from public parking bay to private parking and erection of garage at 43 Thomson Court (0367/FUL/08)

· Installation of a dormer window at 54 Middleton Road (0445/H/08)

· Extension to house at 80 Houston Gardens (0422/H/08)

After discussion it was agreed that an objection should be made to 0367/FUL/08.

Action: HH



	c
	Consultation on Draft Model Scheme of Establishment of Community Councils and Draft Code of Conduct for Community Councillors

As this is such an important document, copies were distributed to CC members and it was agreed that all members should take time to read it. It would be included in the next UCC meeting’s agenda for discussion. Any personal responses could be forwarded to the Secretary/Chair prior to the meeting (note – closing date for comments is 1st August 2008).



	d
	Notice Board

We have received approval from the Community Centre’s Management Committee to put up a Community Council Notice Board. This has now been done and a letter of thanks is to be sent.

A CC Notice Board has also been put up in the post office.

Action: HH



	e
	Uphall Community Centre Management Committee AGM
Members of the community council have been invited to attend the AGM in the Community Centre on Monday 26th May at 7.00pm. Entertainment and a buffet will be provided.



	f
	Awards for All

We have now received a grant of £6910 from the Big Lottery Fund. This will be used to provide lighting materials, installations costs and provision of electricity supply at the skate park. The Award Certificate should be put up on the UCC notice board in the Community Centre.

Action: JR, HH



	g
	Uphall Playgroup

The playgroup are holding a Craft Fair on 7th June and we have been offered a table/stall if required. As there was no response, it was assumed that we did not require this offer. A letter of thanks from UCC might be appreciated.  

Action: HH



	h
	West Lothian Public Partnership Forum

A copy of the Summary (Feb 08) was tabled and the Chair indicated that he would be attending a meeting at Strathbrock Partnership Centre on Thursday 22nd May at 7.00pm.

Action: JR

	i
	Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002: Consultation on West Lothian Council’s Policies and Prodedures

The Council is reviewing its policy and procedures on Freedom of Information and would like to include responses from community councils as part of that process. Public bodies which are required to comply with the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002, have to produce a Publication Scheme. A copy of this can be found on the council website. Completion of a short questionnaire should be submitted by Monday 9th June. 

Action: JR, JM, HH



	j
	Proposed Traffic Calming – Uphall West Main Street

Cllr Graeme Morrice asked that the community council be informed of the proposal to investigate traffic calming measures in West Main Street (1km) due to there being 19 injury accidents in the past 5 years. This investigation will follow the following format:-

1. Detailed investigation

2. Community Consultation

3. Statutory Procedure

4. Detailed Design

5. Action if Approved

After some discussion, it was agreed that we should request further information/details of the injury accidents that have been reported so that we can make a sensible judgement on this matter.

Action: HH



	k
	Uphall Gala Day

A letter from the committee requesting a donation towards the event was read out and the chair also explained that he had been told that the Volunteer Arms had donated £1000 plus monies raised at two fundraising nights (several hundred pounds) and should be considered. Lengthy discussion took place and a vote was made as to if a donation should be given. The vote was tied and therefore the Chair had to make the deciding vote. His decision was that we should donate the sum of £50 on this occasion only. Cheque and supporting letter to be sent.

Action: HH



	l
	Lothian Courier

Janet Cooper has contacted the Chair and requested that she be given permission to attend one of our meetings. He has said that he has no objections and has laid out our aims and objectives should she wish to attend. He has requested that she contacts him prior to attending a meeting. 



	m
	Scotnet News

Scottish Consumer Council publication – The article about access to the electoral register was read out and should be noted. If members wish to read the full publication, it can be requested from the secretary – UCC Library.



	n
	Consultation on the Education (Additional Support for Learning) (Scotland) Act 2004 – Amendment Bill 2008

Due to the size of this document it was agreed that if members wish to read the full publication it can be requested from the secretary – UCC Library.



	7
	AOCB

	
	There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.25pm



	8
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

	
	The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 18th June at 7.30pm in Uphall Community Centre.
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