UPHALL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 18th May 2005 in Uphall Community Centre

Item
Description


Action


Present:      Mrs M Davies, Mrs M Cook, Mr D Flight, Mr F Graham, Mrs H Hinton,         

                   Mrs A Milne, Mr J Moore. Mrs L Thomson, Mr A Valentine

                   Mrs M O’Donnell

                   PC C Hulme

Apologies:  Mrs E Valentine

                   Cllr G Morrice




1
MINUTES OF AGM



Proposed by Mr J Moore. Seconded by Mrs L Thomson.




2
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING



Proposed by Mrs L Thomson. Seconded by Mrs M Davies.






3
POLICE REPORT



40% of all crimes have been solved. Over 30% of the crime in the area is caused by vandalism – kids and youths – smashed bottles, buckets set on fire (in Dargai Place and Ecclesmachen Road), wheelie bins stolen. They hang about in Glebe Park, Thomson Court and outside the chippie. Their constant complaint is ‘What is there to do?’ – the answer is nothing for than age group. There is a youth club held in the Community Centre on a Wednesday but that caters mainly for younger kids. On a Friday there is a drop-in club for the youth in the area – from S2 upwards – closing at 9.00pm but 15 and 16year olds do not want to be associated with younger kids. A drop-in centre would be ideal for the youth in the area. This problem needs to be addressed and a solution found. When the skatepark is eventually built this should help.

A question was raised about when the police station was open – Monday to Friday 7.00am to 10.00pm when two members of the police force are on duty. If one is on holiday, it is closed at lunch time and open from 7.00am to 3.00pm.




4
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES




i
Restricted Car Parking

The council has agreed to a review of parking on Main Street. A report will be considered by the council’s Community Safety Committee at it’s meeting on 7th June. The community Council will be consulted fully on this before final decisions are taken.




ii
Hanging Baskets.

A requisition has been put in to NET’s for 10 hanging baskets. They should be in place in June.




iii
Planning Seminar.

Following the meeting held in March, the draft protocol on planning applications has been revised and a copy of this has been received. Secretary to contact Richard Hartland to obtain more copies.
HH





iv
Objection to Planning Application

The planning officer was contacted and we were informed that the current application was different. It was further back from the boundary and within the build zone with only the driveway outside. The objections to the plan are still the same. It is not in the local plan for development; it is in a conservation area; it would detract from the view walking north towards the village along the path from the bowling club.




v
Construction Work at Motherwell Bridge Site

The complaints from residents of Stankards about construction work taking place outwith the agrees times, i.e. before 8.00am and after 1.00pm on Saturday has been referred to the Council’s Development Control Unit for investigation and action.




5
CORRESPONDENCE




i
Circulate

· Calor Scottish Community council of the Year - 2005 – entry forms and guidelines

· Water Customer Panels




ii
Planning Applications

All planning applications related to our area were noted.

The erection of a telecommunications mast is no longer to be sited at Carledubs Crescent  but in the woods near the bowling club.

A proposal was put forward by a member of the community council for the forming of a sub-committee to deal with planning. The chair felt that this was not necessary as an extraordinary meeting could be called if a decision had to be made which was not a matter of previous policy.




iii
Community Council Scheme Review

West Lothian Council wishes to undertake a review of the Scheme for Establishment of Community Councils, adopted in November 2000, prior to the Community Council Elections which are due to take place later this year. Comments are invited to be made by Community Councils. This will be discussed at next month’s meeting.




iv
Finalised West Lothian Local Plan 2005

The ‘on deposit’ period – the 6 weeks period to allow formal objection/comments to be made –will commence when the plans are printed up and generally made available and the relevant notices issued. This will be in the last week in May.




v
Integrating New Housing Development into Our Communities

It is proposed that a protocol for community involvement be developed. This will be the subject of the next seminar in a few week’s time.

  


vi
Proposed Core Path Plan for West Lothian: Public Consultation

West Lothian Council is required to prepare a Core Path Plan (CPP) for the whole district and everybody in West Lothian is being given the chance to comment on it. The CPP will be an important way of providing access within, around and between towns and villages – on foot, bike and horseback. The main features of a Core Path are that it should be signposted, generally barrier free and for all users and abilities. Not all paths can be like this. The plan will also identify stretches of water that provide valuable access for activities such as canoeing. Our Community Council area falls outwith the first phase but we have copies of the leaflet giving information about Phase 1: Central Area.




vii
Winter Maintenance on Footways

It was agreed that Station Road should be included in the footway gritting route on account of the slope to Main Street. Secretary to contact Roads Maintenance.  


HH

viii
Association of Scottish Community Councils 

Edinburgh and Lothians Meeting to be held on Saturday 18th June in Edinburgh.


6
AOCB




i
Middleton South Site

Complaints from residents in Macfarlane Place that their cars are covered in dust. Work is still being carried out on the site outwith the designated hours. Secretary to contact Ranald Dods.

 
HH



ii
Resurfaced Path

Praise for resurfaced paths around Community Centre.




iii
Scheme for Establishment of Community Councils

A proposal for Uphall Community Council to adopt the model constitution was raised by one community council member. The chair stated that we were already running according to the model constitution. 




iv
Thanks from Uphall Gala Committee

Uphall Gala Committee would like to thank everybody who contributed to the recent door to door collection. £665.92 was raised for Gala Day funds.




7
DATE OF NEXT MEETING





The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 15th June 2005 in Uphall Community Centre at 7.30pm. 








