UPHALL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Chair: John Richardson  07763573820  Secretary: Halina Hinton  07501122142  Treasurer/Press Officer: Fraser Graham 01506 853055
Minutes of meeting held on 18th March 2009 at 7.30pm in Uphall Community Centre. 

	1
	Present:             Mr J Richardson (Chair), Mrs H Hinton (Secretary), Mr F Graham (Treasurer), 

                          Callum Arthur (youth member), Mrs J Baxter, Mrs M Davies, Mr D Flight, Mrs A Milne,                                               

                          Dr G Paisey, Cllr Janet Campbell, Cllr Alex Davidson, Cllr Ellen Glass, 

                          Cllr Graeme Morrice, PC L Cousens

In attendance:   Jim McGladrigan, Alex Baxter (Environmental Wardens) 

                         Roy Turnbill (Neighbourhood Response Team), Ian Fellow (Chair Dechmont CC)

Apologies:        Mr J Moore (Vice Chair), Mrs I Jones, Mrs L Thompson, Mr A Torrance

                              

	2
	ENVIRONMENTAL WARDENS – Jim McGladrigan and Alex Baxter



	
	18 environmental wardens cover the 9 multi-member wards of West Lothian. The areas are covered from 8.00am – 8.00pm, Mon – Fri and 9.00am – 6.00pm at weekends by teams of two in each locality. Teams will contact complainants within 3 working days. Every complaint received is addressed, checked by wardens and followed up.  
Environmental wardens tackle 5 areas of Environmental Antisocial Behaviour – graffiti, fly-tipping, littering, dog fouling and abandoned vehicles. Fixed penalty notices can be given for littering, dog fouling, fly-tipping and dumping. If the fixed penalty is not paid, the culprit can be taken to court and end up with a criminal record. 

Teams have direct computer links to the Procurator Fiscal’s Office and the DVLA – for vehicle registration checks and registered owner details. If a vehicle has been abandoned on, the owner is given 7 days notice to remove the vehicle. If it has not been removed, it will be removed by wardens and destroyed. On private property, 15 days notice is given to remove the vehicle.

When reporting incidents of dog fouling, the time the incident occurs needs to be given so that it can be specifically targeted.

Enquiries from Uphall – 1st November 2008 to 28th February 2009 – dog fouling 2, fly-tipping 3, abandoned vehicles 2. Statistics for Uphall – 3 fixed penalty notices for dog fouling, 2 fixed penalty notices for litter.

Environmental wardens work with schools – ‘Keep Scotland Beautiful’ 1st – 30th April, spring clean. St Nicholas has achieved the Green Flag.

Contact numbers for environmental wardens – Free phone 0800616446, 01506 775000.



	3
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS



	
	Proposed by Mr F Graham. Seconded by Callum Arthur.

Chair expressed his appreciation to Mr J Moore for standing in as chair at last month’s meeting.



	4
	MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES



	a
	Broxburn/Uphall Town Centre Management Group

We have been asked to come up with ideas for schemes to improve the town centre. All agreed that Murphy’s Bar was an eyesore. The new flower bed at the bottom of Ecclesmachan Road looks really good.



	b
	Hole at Thomson Grove

The reason for the hole is that the sewer pipe is disintegrating and this will be repaired by the Water Board. The garden in Thomson Grove that has also been affected by this problem, will also be put to rights. 



	c
	Training Evenings on New Planning Act – report by HH

As from 3rd August 2009, there will be major changes in the way in which the council interacts with community councils in the planning process. Secretary to attach a copy of the notes from the training evenings to each community councillor with next month’s minutes.

Action: HH



	d
	Planning Appeal: Philipstoun South Bing

A meeting was held at Philipstoun on 09/03/09 to which all CCs, who had submitted an objection to the proposed recycling facility at Philipstoun South Bing, were invited to attend. The chair, vice chair, secretary and Mrs A Milne attended. A pre-inquiry procedure meeting was held on 10/03/09 which the chair attended. All CCs will have the opportunity to speak at the inquiry.



	e
	NETs

Officers contacted secretary after visiting the various sites which had been reported as having a problem. Could not find a problem with the railings at the corner of East Main Street and Loaninghill Road. This will be reported again.



	5
	POLICE REPORT

Roy Turnbill is part of the Neighbourhood Response Team in the Uphall, Broxburn and Winchburgh area. He works with the council and police.  Some of his duties are dealing with noise complaints – dogs barking for long periods, loud music and parties.

The police surgeries being held in Strathbrock Partnership Centre are a success.

During February, 12 crimes were reported with 2 being solved. That is a solvency rate of 16%. The year to date solvency rate is 37%. There were 7 vandalisms during the period and 16 youth calls which were mainly snowballers.

CCCZ – PC Cousens was approached by a cold caller on Main Street who had seen the cards in some of the houses. He asked, as he was doing a survey and not actually selling anything, could he still call at doors. He was advised that householders had been instructed to hand cold callers the red card then close the door so it would probably be futile for him to cold call. He decided to leave the area and do a mailing instead.



	6
	TREASURER’S REPORT



	
	Balance in account is £963.85 less an outstanding £50 – donation to Gala Committee - £913.85.  The balance in the National Savings Account is £418.95. This gives a total of £1332.80.

Secretary presented her expenses for the year March 2008 - March 2009 – a total of £69.00. This is an increase on last year as more paper and ink had to be purchased - 2012 letters to residents were printed for the Cold Calling Control Zones; notification of planning consultations and information is received via email and has to downloaded and printed off. The expenses were passed and commented upon being so low.



	7
	CORRESPONDENCE



	a
	Circulate – Scottish Rights of Way and Access Society – Spring Newsletter. 



	b
	Planning Application

Erection of a conservatory at 10 Rosemount Drive.



	c
	Response from Catherine Ferguson

Email received from Catherine Ferguson in reply to letter sent to her on behalf of the community council thanking her for all her hard work in getting plaques erected at three West Lothian cemeteries to recognise hundreds of unmarked graves.



	d
	Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 – Applications for Premises Licences
Uphall Golf Club, Dovehill Arms, Middleton Bowling Club, Oatridge Hotel, Scotmid and Volunteer Arms have applied for licences.



	e
	Subscription Renewal for Scotways

Our yearly subscription is up for renewal - £20.



	f
	Consultation: Draft Strategy for Maternity Services in Lothian over the next 5-10 years.

This is not a detailed plan and NHS Lothian would value our help in getting the directions right before preparing detailed plans. Secretary proposed that she would approach the Playgroup and Mothers and Toddlers Group and get their views. All agreed to this proposal. Responses to be submitted by 30th April.

Action: HH



	g
	Path Improvement Project: Ecclesmachan, Threemiletown and Uphall

We have been asked by Ecclesmachan and Threemiletown Community Council to indicate our support for a project they have undertaken to improve some of the local walks around the villages of Uphall, Ecclesmachan, Threemiletown and Philipstoun. They hope to complete this project by attracting funding from various community funding sources. Our letter of support would be included as part of their applications. Secretary to write to E & T CC indicating our support for this project.

Action: HH



	h
	Cutting Edge: Parking Charges

Land Securities has announced that parking charges in Livingston will not be introduced until July or August. Charges will be introduced at a flat rate of 50p for any visit of up to 2 hours and £1 for a longer visit of up to 4 hours. 

Charges will apply to: The Centre Car Park 1 (multi-storey), The Centre Car Park 2, The Centre Car Park 3 (surface car parking next to The Centre Car Park 1), Designer Outlet Car Park 1 (multi-storey), Designer Outlet Car Park 2 and Retail Park.



	i
	Community Council Scheme and Boundary Review

The report on the next phase of the scheme and boundary review process will be considered by the Partnership & Resources PDSP. Lorraine McGrorty is hoping to present it to the panel on 20th March at 8.30am but has yet to agree this with the lead officer and the chair.



	8
	NEWSLETTER and WEBSITE



	
	Carried over to April meeting.



	9
	AOCB



	
	None



	10
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING



	
	The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 15th April at 7.30pm in Uphall Community Centre.
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