UPHALL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 19th March 2008 at 7.30pm in Uphall Community Centre.

	Item
	Description



	1
	Present:       Callum Arthur, Mr D Flight, Mr F Graham, Mrs H Hinton, Mrs A Milne, Mr J Moore, 

                    Mr J Richardson, Mrs L Thomson, Mrs M O’Donnell, Dr Paisey

                    Cllr Ellen Glass, Cllr Graeme Morrice, PC L Cousens, 

Apologies:  Mrs M Davies, Mr J Moore, Cllr Alex Davidson

                               

	2
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS



	
	Proposed by Mr F Graham. Seconded by Mrs L Thomson.



	3
	MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES



	i
	Awards for All

Acknowledgement of application received. 


  

	ii
	Philipstoun Recycling Plant

Neil Williams Haulage has submitted an appeal to the Scottish Government.



	iv
	Regional Meeting of Association of Scottish Community Councils

Mr J Richardson and Mrs H Hinton attended the meeting on Saturday 15th March. 

1) A Scottish Government Community Council Working Group has been looking at the current system of community councils. In phase 1, each community council in Scotland will be sent a copy of a Draft National Model Scheme, Draft National Code of Conduct and Draft National Model Guidance either in late March or early April. The consultation period for these documents will be twelve weeks. Responses will be analysed and the definite Model Scheme will be issued in September. In phase 2, two pilots will be run looking at giving more responsibility to community councils. 

2) The community council will have the role of statuary consultees for development planning and for critical aspects of development management. 

3) The UK Information Commissioner has recently classified Community Councils as Data Processors. This means that every community council in Scotland must annually register with the Office of the Information Commissioner, pay an annual fee of £35 and inform the OIC of the types of information they hold and how they use it.

4) Scottish Government Consultation on a proposed Local Health Care Bill. The Scottish Government wants to encourage greater public and patient involvement in the planning and delivery of local NHS services in Scotland. It believes that direct elections to NHS Boards can help to secure this. Responses to this consultation to be made by 31st March.

5) Question and answer session with Lothian MSP’s.



	V
	Documentary on Life of Corporal Robert Beveridge MM

‘A Soldier’s Return’ - The premiere viewing of the documentary made on the life and times of Corporal Robert Beveridge MM. was shown on Tuesday 11th March at 7.30pm in The Club, Broxburn. The event was enjoyed by all who attended.



	4
	POLICE REPORT



	
	During February, 19 crimes were recorded with 10 being solved. This is a solvency rate of 52%. There were 10 youth calls during the month. 

1st Feb – A parent was arrested and charged having caused a disturbance within Uphall Primary School.

2nd Feb – The windscreen of a police vehicle was smashed whist attending a call in the Main Street. A male was later arrested and charged.

15th Feb – Several youths set about another youth inside the chip shop. They made off when the owner phoned the police.

20th Feb – A business premises was vandalised overnight when the water was turned off at the rear of the premises and the telephone wires were cut.

23rd Feb – Police were called to a party in Crossgreen Drive which had gotten out of hand. One male was arrested.

27th Feb – Several reports were received of a vehicle being driven erratically and dangerously in Loanfoot Crescent. Police traced the vehicle and a female was processed for drinking driving.

PC Lynette Cousens will now be fulfilling her role as a Community Constable which is to investigate all acts of vandalism in own area. She will no longer be able to regularly attend community council meetings.



	5
	TREASURER’S REPORT



	
	The balance stands at £415.75 plus £406.78 in the National Savings account. A total of £822.53.



	6
	COLD CALLING CONTROL ZONES



	
	Three streets have been identified by PC Lynette Cousens as being the most suitable for setting up as Cold Calling Control Zones – Alexander Street (30 houses), East Main Street (65 houses) and Forest Walk (85 houses) – a total of 180 houses. These streets have had incidents of serious problems with cold calling. Secretary to contact PC Stuart Neilson regarding the cost for setting up Cold Calling Control Zones in these streets.

Action: HH



	7
	CORRESPONDENCE



	i
	Circulate

· Broxburn, Uphall and Winchburgh Local Area Committees – remit and minute

· Minutes of Uphall Community Centre Management Committee meeting on 28/01/08

· ABE Newsletter

· Scotways Newsletter



	ii
	Planning Applications

Installation of an ATM at Post Office. Erection of house with garage at Loaninghill. Erection of a conservatory at 65 Thomson Grove.



	iii
	West Lothian Association of Community Councils

Chris Norman from the Planning Department will be attending the next meeting on 17th April. Each community council is being given the opportunity to ask two questions in relation to planning which require to be notified to the WLACC in advance.

Action: HH



	iv
	Cutting Edge

1) Brown bin collection – The service is due to restart on 24th March after the winter break.

2) Blue bin recycling – From April, householders will be able to include textiles and food and drinks cartons (often referred to as Tetrapak) in their blue bins. Question was asked as to what kind of textiles. Secretary to find out.

Action: HH



	v
	Good Housekeeping Practise

Letter from Uphall Management Committee advising user groups of the Community Centre of an update in the procedures of good housekeeping practise when using the kitchen.



	vi
	Uphall to Binny Craig Right of Way
Letter from Mrs Cuthbertson putting forward her idea that a joint multi-group of interested parties should take forward work on the Uphall to Binny Craig Right of Way to make it safer for walkers. Her letter has also been sent to local councillors, David Oldham, Oatridge College and Scottish Natural Heritage.



	vii
	Information Seminar on SEPA’s Thermal Treatment Criteria

SEPA will shortly be publishing its technical criteria for the thermal treatment of waste – the extraction of energy from waste for use as electricity or heat. This will constitute part of the intergrated sustainable waste management system required by Scotland’s National waste Plan. The seminar will be in Perth on 1st April. A written briefing paper will be made available for those unable to attend.

  

	viii
	Consultation on Draft Supplementary Planning Guidance – Health Impact Assessments

In recent years, health professionals have come to realise that a wide range of factors in addition the provision of health services are important for determining public health. These include employment, education, housing and the environment. This has led to the development of Health Impact Assessments (HIAs) on policies, plans and projects. Responses to be submitted by Friday 4th April.



	ix
	Supplementary Planning Guidance – Travel Plans, Residential Travel Information Packs and Travel Co-ordinator

The purpose of this supplementary planning guidance is to inform developers of the requirements to promote sustainable travel and to provide developer contributions to fund a Travel Co-ordinator. It applies to all new developments as well as change of use.



	x
	Supplementary Planning guidance – Developer Contributions towards School Commissioning Costs

This supplementary planning guidance sets out an approach for securing contributions towards reasonable school commissioning costs – those costs necessary to deliver a key project and make a school building educationally operational.



	xi
	Consultation on Modernising Planning Appeals

The Planning (Scotland) Act 2006, introduced new arrangements for planning appeals in Scotland. The new arrangements include establishing local review bodies to consider reviews of certain local planning applications and a range of other changes intended to promote greater efficiency in the appeal process. This consultation paper describes the detailed procedures that the government proposes to introduce. These proposals are intended to make the process for challenging planning decisions more efficient without the high quality of determination provided under the present system. Closing date for responses to the consultation is 9th May.



	xii
	National Planning Framework 2: Discussion Draft

Discussion event to be held in Edinburgh on Monday 14th April. Mr J Richardson and Mrs H Hinton to attend.



	xiii
	Planning Modernisation 

Consultations and electronic publication strategy.



	8
	AOCB



	i
	Speed Bumps on Station Road

Secretary to contact Gordon Brown to inquire whether work has been finished.

Action: HH



	ii
	Cycleway/Footpath along A89

Praise for this project.



	iii
	Rubble and Litter

There has a pile of rubble at the corner of Strathbrock Place for a few months. Cllr Graeme Morrice to make inquiries about this. Secretary to contact NETs about the litter in front of the flats in School Place.

Action: HH



	iv
	Middleton Pond

The Residents Association is pursuing issues with safety of the pond.



	9
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING



	
	The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 21st May at 7.30pm in Uphall Community Centre. 
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