UPHALL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on Wednesday 15th March 2006at 7.30pm in Uphall Community Centre. 

	Item
	Description


	Action

	
	Present:      Mrs J Baxter, Mrs M Davies, Mr D Flight, Mrs H Hinton, Mrs A Milne, 

                   Mr J Moore, Mrs L Thomson, Mrs M O’Donnell

                   Cllr G Morrice

Apologies:  Mrs H Chalmers, Mr F Graham, Cllr A Davidson

                   
	

	1
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING


	

	
	Proposed by Mrs L Thomson. Seconded by Mrs M Davies.


	

	2
	MATTERS ARISING


	

	i
	Skatepark

Two grants are available which the community council can apply for to help with the provision of shelters for the skatepark. Secretary to contact Benny Lynch at West Lothian Council.
	HH



	ii
	Letter from Resident in Middleton

Issues were reported and followed up by the relevant officers at West Lothian Council.


	

	iii
	Ross’s Walk

The state of this path is deteriorating and presenting problems for wheelchair users from St Andrew’s Court. Cllr G Morrison informed the community council that the path could be repaired through the 50/50 scheme – the three owners paying for half the cost of the work and West Lothian Council the other half. One community council member asked Cllr G Morrice if he could find out the cost of repairing the path.


	

	iv
	Binny Craig Path

This is a Right of Way so should be maintained. Secretary to contact the Council and also report that some of the gates are padlocked.


	HH

	3
	TREASURER’S REPORT


	

	
	Balance in National Savings account is £369.03. Balance in Current account is £481.54. This gives a total of £850.57.


	

	4
	CORRESPONDENCE


	

	i
	Circulate

· Association of Scottish Community Councils Newsletter

· Meningitis Newsletter

· ABE News - Adult Basic education newsletter


	

	ii
	Planning Applications

All planning applications for this area were noted. Secretary to request plans for the proposed planning application for Houston House. 
	HH

	iii
	Mobile Phone Mast to Rear of Strathbrock Church Hall

A site inspection will take place on Tuesday 11th April at 12.00pm.


	

	iv
	Flooding near Dovehill Arms

Email received informing us that a notice had been served on the private owners and all owners have been carded regarding carrying out the work (repair grant). Investigation is still being carried out to get the matter resolved of the water running down the footpath at Glebe Avenue.


	

	v
	Request to Join Uphall Community Council

Letter received from Mr Richardson expressing his interest in joining the community council. Secretary to reply.


	HH

	vi
	Uphall Diamond’s Under 12’s Football Team

Letter received requesting help with funding for the purchase of strips and equipment. It was agreed to send a donation of £50.00.

 
	HH

	vii
	Linlithgow RA Group 

Letter received from secretary of Linlithgow Ramblers Association Group requesting us to support their proposal for another Core Path which should link Uphall with Beecraigs. Secretary to reply informing the RA Group that we support their proposal. Letter also to be sent to Mr D Oldham at Strategic Planning informing him that we support Linlithgow RA Group’s for a Core Path linking Uphall with Beecraigs.


	HH

	viii
	Airdrie Bathgate Rail Link 

Letter received from Consultation Team inquiring if our community council would be interested in meeting to discuss the plans for Uphall Station. They would like to present and discuss the latest set of developments. Secretary to contact the consultation team inviting them to attend one of our meetings.


	HH

	ix
	Open Meeting of the West Lothian Access Forum

This is to take place on Thursday 30th March from 7.00 – 9.00pm at the Hillcroft Hotel, Whitburn. You will be able to hear about the work of the Forum - an update on the new access legislation and how it is working in West Lothian; a report from the council’s access officer and a review of the recent consultation on the proposed Core Path Plan for West Lothian. Mr J Moore to attend.


	JM

	x
	Community Council Youth Member Campaign

West Lothian Council is currently campaigning to recruit and develop youth community councillors. The new community council guidelines allow two youth members between the ages of 14 and 18 to be elected to each community council. They are in addition to the prescribed number of members on a community council. Secretary to contact the Schools Councils of Broxburn Academy and St Margaret’s Academy.


	HH

	xi
	Scottish Water

The new charge for household customers are 1.99% higher than last year’s charges. This is the lowest increase of any water company in the UK. The average household bill for 2006/07 will be £287 per annum.


	

	xii
	Second Consultation on a Review of the Scottish Forestry Strategy

A copy of the consultation paper is available online at www.forestry.gov.uk/sfs. Written responses to this paper must be received by 29th May 06. After these responses have been analysed, the draft new strategy will be revised and a new Scottish Forestry Strategy will be published later this summer.


	

	xiii
	STV and the 2007 Scottish Local Government Elections

A one day conference is to be held on Tuesday 18th April in the Carlton Hotel, North Bridge, Edinburgh. Amongst the topics for discussion will be - How will the Single Transferable Voting (STV) system work? What will candidates and voters need to know? How will Councils work under STV with regard to committees, policy making and governance?


	

	5
	AOCB


	

	i
	Upgrade of Footpath

The section of the footpath from the Middleton Bowling Club to the bridge over the A89 will be upgraded and lighting installed.


	

	ii
	Cycleway along the A89

Work on this is imminent.


	

	iii
	Midnight Football

A five-a-side football scheme for local youngsters aged between 12 and 16 is soon to begin at Broxburn Sports Centre on Friday and Saturday evenings.. This scheme is being initiated by West Lothian Council, Lothian and Borders Police and voluntary organisations. 


	

	iv
	Ecclesmachen Road

One community council member reported that the number of raised tables now in place in Ecclesmachen Road were different to those shown on the original plan. Cllr G Morrice to look into this matter

	Cllr GM

	v
	Uphall Gala

It was agreed that an advert be placed in this year’s programme as well as giving a donation of £50 to Uphall Gala Committee.  


	HH

	vi
	Fairtrade

The Steering Group met today at 6.30pm. Representatives from West Lothian Council, Uphall Community Council, Uphall Primary School, Strathbrock Parish Church and Uphall South Church attended the meeting. The criteria for becoming a Fairtrade Village was discussed. Various tasks are to be carried out by those attending before the next meeting which will take place on Wednesday 19th April at 7.30pm in Uphall Community Centre.


	

	vii
	Food Co-op

The Food Co-op stall in Brockburn Partnership Centre is proving successful. More volunteers are needed.


	

	6
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING


	

	
	The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 19th April 2006 at 7.30pm in Uphall Community Centre – following the AGM.
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