UPHALL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 16th March 2005 in Uphall Community Centre

Item
Description


Action


Present:      Mrs M Davies, Mrs H Chalmers, Mrs M Cook, Mr D Flight, Mrs H Hinton,

                   Mrs A Milne. Mr J Moore. Mrs L Thomson, Mr A Valentine, 

                   Mrs E Valentine

                   PC C Hulme

Apologies:  Mrs J Baxter

                   Cllr A Davidson, Cllr G Morrice




1
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING



Proposed by Mrs A Milne. Seconded by Mr J Moore.






2
POLICE REPORT



Crime levels are down on last year – 14 this year compared with 21 last year. Acts of vandalism are a big problem especially in the Glebe Park, Thompson Court and Thompson Grove areas. Complaints received regarding the problem with parking in the main street since the opening of the Skoda garage. 

It was agreed that a member of the Neighbourhood Response Team would be invited to talk to the Community Council about Antisocial Behaviour. PC Hulme to arrange this.




3
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES




i
Skatepark

Ongoing planning.




ii
St John’s Hospital

As yet no reply to the letter sent to NHS Lothian




iii
Resurfacing Work at Stankards

Work ongoing.




iv
Parking of cars in Main Street outside Skoda Garage

Cllr A Davidson has raised this issue once again with Robert Adamson (Enforcement Officer). After more consultation with all concerned, one way of solving the problem is restricted parking. The Community Council discussed this option and agreed that this appeared to be the best way to solve the problem. Parking restrictions to be applied from Ecclesmachen Road to the zebra crossing in East Main Street – on both sides of the road. It was also agreed that disabled parking should be made available in the main street – the most suitable area being outside the motorbike shop as this is on the level. The secretary to contact highways.


HH

v
Hanging Baskets

West Lothian Council will provide Uphall with 10 hanging baskets.




vi
West Lothian Association of Community Councils

Three representatives can now attend the meeting with Margo MacDonald at the Scottish Parliament on Tuesday 19th April. It was decided that the issue to be brought up would be the reinstatement of emergency general surgery and trauma orthopaedics to St John’s.


vii
Motherwell Bridge Site

Still awaiting reply from Health and Safety Executive. Secretary to write to West Lothian Council, Development and Building Control, requesting copy of reports of progress of work being carried out on site.




4
CORRESPONDENCE




i
Circulate

· Your Right to Know – a guide to freedom of information law in Scotland.

· Standing up to Antisocial Behaviour Awards Scheme – 2005

· Meningitis UK Newsletter

· Postwatch Scotland Newsletter

· ABE News – newsletter of Adult Basic Education

· West Lothian Youth Action Project – Annual Report 2003/04




ii
Planning Applications

All planning applications related to our area were noted.




iii
NHS Lothian – The Outcome of the Public Consultation

There was a very big response to ‘Improving Care, Investing in Change’. There was a significant response regarding St John’s - 8339 pre-printed letters, 541 pre-printed reply slips and 11 petitions. Individual letters were also received. Most of the comments from people in West Lothian were about the transfer of emergency general surgery and trauma orthopaedics from St John’s hospital and the implications for the future of the hospital. 




iv
Uphall Community Education Centre

Works have been arranged to address problems identified at the car park and footpath. 

Car Park Area – Permanent repairs will be carried out at the entrance to the car park, and on completion, all parking bay markings will be reinstated. The erection of the cycle stands will also form part of this work.

Whinstone Footpath – The footpath will be upgraded, with the final surface being bituminous, effectively addressing the ‘mud’ problems identified.

Flooding Problems – The design to remove the water problem issuing from George IV Park is now complete, and a contractor will be appointed to carry out the necessary works. The drainage problem at the entrance to the Centre will also be addressed.

The funding for this will be met by both the Community Centre and West Lothian Council.




v
Planning Seminar

A seminar is being held in the Council Chambers at West Lothian House on Wednesday 30th March between 6.00pm and 7.30pm to discuss the protocol for the involvement of Community Councils in the development control process and responding to planning applications. A representative from the Community Council will attend.




vi
Community Councils On-line

Letter received from Bristow Muldoon MSP giving information about Community Councils On-line which is being launched by the Association of Scottish Community Councils. As we currently display information about Uphall Community Council and minutes of meetings on the West Lothian Association of Community Councils website (www.yourcommunitycouncil.co.uk), we will not become involved with another website just now.

Bristow Muldoon also expressed an interest in attending one of our meetings. The secretary to reply suggesting suitable dates.


HH

vii
Food Initiatives with West Lothian

Letter received from Angela Moohan who has recently taken up the post of Community Health Development Officer. She is based at Strathbrock Partnership Centre and is part of the Health Improvement Team. Her role in this new post is to work collaboratively with relevant individuals and agencies to develop the West Lothian Co-op Network and to raise awareness of, and increase the number of, food co-ops in West Lothian. She would welcome the opportunity to discuss this further with the Community Council. Secretary to invite her to talk at a meeting after the summer recess.


HH

viii
West Lothian Association of Community Councils

Minutes of executive meeting. Changes of dates and venues of general meetings.




ix
NET’s & Land Services

Public meetings are being arranged to give an update as to who NET’s & Land Services are and their thoughts for the future as well as listening to suggestions, comments and issues that anyone attending wishes to raise. 




x
T-Mobile (UK) – Installation of Telecommunications Monopole

Marconi-APT act on behalf of T-Mobile (UK) Ltd., who have identified a need for a telecommunications installation to provide 3g coverage in the Broxburn area. The proposed site is opposite Carledubs Crescent, Uphall. The Community Council object to the choice of site as being too close to houses. Secretary to write to Marconi APT.
HH



xi
Motherwell Bridge Site

Further communication from Mr McIntosh regarding the work being carried out at the above site. He points out that the work is not being carried out according to the original planning agreements and conditions. The conditions attached to the planning permission have been replaced by another set of working practices. Secretary to write to West Lothian Council, Development and Building Control, requesting copy of reports of progress of work being carried out on site.


HH

5
AOCB




i
Puddles 

The puddle outside the Bowling Club is getting bigger and bigger. It has already been reported and will be reported again as will be the one outside Arnold Clark garage.

Another puddle to be reported is the one at the bus shelter opposite School Place.


HH

ii
Footpath towards Bridge over A89

This footpath is unlit. Secretary to contact Lighting Dept.

This area also has a problem with dog fouling. Secretary to report this to dog warden.
HH

HH



iii
Footbridge behind Motorbike Shop

This footbridge needs resurfacing. Secretary to contact NET’s.
HH



iv
Community Council Advert

Broxburn Community Council have advertised for any organisation in their area to contact them if they need financial help. It was decided that Uphall Community Council would discuss placing a similar advert at their next meeting.

 


6
DATE OF NEXT MEETING





The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 20th April 2005 in Uphall Community Centre at 7.30pm. – following the AGM.








