UPHALL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Chair: John Richardson  07763573820  Secretary: Halina Hinton  07501122142  Treasurer/Press Officer: Fraser Graham 01506 853055
Minutes of meeting held on 21st January 2009 at 7.30pm in Uphall Community Centre. 
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	Present:             Mr J Richardson (Chair), Mr J Moore (Vice Chair), Mrs H Hinton (Secretary), 

                          Mr F Graham (Treasurer), Mrs J Baxter, Mr D Flight, Mrs I Jones, Mrs A Milne, 

                          Dr G Paisey, Cllr Janet Campbell, Cllr Ellen Glass, Cllr Graeme Morrice,

                          PC L Cousins

In attendance:   Inspector Sandy Acamovic- guest speaker

Apologies:        Callum Arthur (Youth Member), Mrs M Davies, Mrs L Thomson, Mr A Torrance,

                         Cllr Alex Davidson
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	Guest Speaker – Inspector Sandy Acamovic



	
	Inspector Sandy Acamovic is the police inspector for the Broxburn, Uphall and Winchburgh area.

Community Policing. Incidents reported to the police are dealt with by a team response. Phone calls made to FCC (Lothian & Borders Police Force Communications Centre) are graded by the communication centre and dealt with accordingly. Safer Neighbourhood Scheme – issues in the community that need attention. Youth calls received in the Broxburn/Uphall area are on average one a day. There are no major problems in our area but individual problems do exist. Community issues which are giving cause for concern at the moment, are small fires – often in wheelie bins and special attention is being given to this problem. PC Drew Elliot can be contacted regarding community issues.

Uphall is the most active Cold Calling Control Zone in West Lothian. This scheme helps to protect the most vulnerable people in the community. 

Police are looking to setting up a Business Watch for local business in an effort to prevent crime.

Thursday 12th February – A local surgery to be held in Strathbrock Partnership Centre on the second Thursday of every month from 10.30am – 12.30pm. This is a new initiative which will make the police more accessible to all members of the public. The event will be widely  publicised. 

Preventing crime is more important and effective than solving a crime. Resources deployed on intelligence gathering.

Recently a lot of graffiti has appeared in Uphall – members of the public are urged to report any incidents of graffiti to the police. All incidents of crime should be reported.
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	POLICE REPORT



	
	During December, 15 crimes were reported with 2 being solved. That is a solvency rate of 13%. The year to date solvency rate is 35%.

There were three vandalisms to motor vehicles in Alexander Street and Strathbrock Place and three bins were deliberately set on fire in the Uphall area. There were four youth calls during the month. Safer Neighbourhood Officers are investigating the fire raisings. Police received a total of 94 calls to Uphall during the month.

On 2nd December a call was received from Houston Gardens regarding cold callers operating as Roofline. Police attended and found that the two males were a genuine company. However, on being advised that Uphall was a Cold Calling Control Zone, they left the area.

Anyone interested in Neighbourhood Watch should visit the Neighbourhood Watch website – www.neighbourhoodwatch.net
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	MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES



	a
	Cold Calling Control Zones

Two areas in Uphall still to be leafleted - Carledubs and Glebe area. These will be leafleted over the next two Saturdays.

Action: HH, JM, JR



	b
	Hole at Thomson Grove

Nothing much seems to have been done for the past 6-7 weeks. The hole is on council land but is creating a problem in a private garden. Cllr Graeme Morrice to pursue this matter.

Action: Cllr GM

 


	c
	Flooding at Stankards

Work was carried out in December 2008 at 13 Johnston Avenue to solve the problem with the flooding. As yet, no indication of work being done at 32 Johnston Avenue and 58 Macfarlane Place. The matter will be further discussed at Cllr Janet Campbell’s surgery on Thursday as Cllr Alex Davidson is on holiday.

Action: Cllr JC



	d
	Broxburn and Uphall Town Centre Management Group

The aim of this group is to improve the town centres. Signage is being improved – for car parking in Greendykes Road. Broxbrn and Uphall Traders’ Association are producing a town guide. A shop front improvement scheme is also being undertaken. 
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	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS



	
	Proposed by Mr J Moore. Seconded by Mrs J Baxter.
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	TREASURER’S REPORT



	
	Balance in account is £964.05.
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	DATE OF AGM



	
	Chair proposed that this year’s AGM be brought forward to 18th March as he would be away on holiday in April. Treasurer objected to this as accounts had to be closed at end of March. After some discussion, it was agreed to hold the AGM on 20th May.
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	CORRESPONDENCE



	a
	Planning Applications

· Extension to house and raising roof to form first floor living accommodation at 13A Howieson Green.



	b
	West Lothian Local Plan – Notice of Intention to Adopt

West Lothian Council has decided to adopt the West Lothian Local Plan on or after 13th January 2009. Certified copies of the plan can be viewed at all libraries in West Lothian, all Council Information Offices as well as at County Buildings, Linlithgow.



	c
	Path and Woodland Improvements at Uphall Community Woodland

Central Scotland Forest Trust and West Lothian Council are developing plans to improve the woodland and paths at Uphall Community Woodland. Improvements include thinning hawthorn scrub along path edges, planting native trees such as oak, birch and rowan to increase biodiversity, creating a wild flower area, upgrading path surfaces, access improvements and site furniture including seating perches.  



	d
	Consultation: Climate Change and the National Forest Estate
Consultation on forestry provisions in the Scottish Climate Change Bill. Responses to be submitted by 27th January.



	e
	Consultation: West Lothian Retail Capacity Study 2008

The purpose of the study was to consider convenience shopping provisions in both existing town centres and areas of planned growth. Responses to be submitted by 26th January.



	f
	Consultation: Regulation of Bus Services Bill

Responses to be submitted by 27th February.



	g
	Advice Shop Services 

Certain areas in West Lothian are going to be targeted with a view to arranging talks, sessions or events to highlight the Advice Shop services – in Uphall, Broxburn, Winchburgh and Linlithgow.  These talks will be held in February.



	h
	Ecclesmachan & Threemiletown CC – Proposed Boundary Changes

Note received from EC&TMT informing us that a proposal has been made to align the Community Council Boundaries and the Multi-member Council Ward Boundaries. This would mean that Threemiletown would become part of the Linlithgow ward and the residents of Threemiletown would be eligible to join the Bridgend CC only. Ecclesmachan would then be a stand-alone area with only residents from Ecclesmachan being eligible to join the ECC. If this change were to be implemented, ECC would cease to be able to exist. We have been asked to object to this proposed change and request that the joint community council is left to operate with its membership made up from both villages. UCC support EC& TMT’s objection. Secretary to write to Committee Services voicing our support.



	i
	Christmas Meal

Chair sent letter of thanks to Kenneth for the Christmas dinner which he prepared for the community council.
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	AOCB



	a
	Overhanging bushes in St Andrew’s Drive

These are presenting a problem to pedestrians. NETs to be contacted.

Action: HH



	b
	Litter Bin at Bottle Bank

This could do with being larger as it is always full.



	c
	UCC Website

Mr J Moore showed examples of two websites which he had designed. It was agreed that the second design was the better of the two. A vote was taken to adopt development of the website – 7 approved, 1 abstention. It was also decided that ideas would be looked at for a logo for Uphall Community Council. 



	d
	UCC Newsletter

This will be discussed at our February meeting.
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	COMMUNITY COUNCIL SCHEME REVIEW



	
	West Lothian Council intend to adopt a new community council scheme in time for the community council elections in September/October 2009. The council has decided that the draft Scottish Government models should be adopted as the basis for the council’s first draft new scheme. Once the finalised model schemes are made available by the Scottish Government, these will be adopted by the council as the final draft scheme which will be subject to a further 8 weeks of consultation. 

After discussion of the documents, it was agreed that ‘Declaration of Interest’ be added as one of the items on our agenda.
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	DATE OF NEXT MEETING



	
	The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 18th February at 7.30pm in Uphall Community Centre.
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