UPHALL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 16th January 2008 at 7.30pm in Uphall Community Centre.

	Item
	Description



	1
	Present:       Callum Arthur, Mr F Graham, Mrs H Hinton, Mrs A Milne, Mr J Moore, 

                    Mr J Richardson, Mrs L Thomson, Mrs M O’Donnell, Cllr J Campbell, Cllr E Glass,                

                    Cllr G Morrice, PC L Cousens

Apologies:  Mrs M Davies, Mr D Flight (belated)



	2
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS



	
	Proposed by Mr J Richardson. Seconded by Mr J Moore.



	3
	MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES



	i
	Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service

The Lord-Lieutenant visited Open Door on Wednesday 19th December 2007.


  

	ii
	West Lothian Association of Community Councils

The next general meeting will be held on Thursday 17th January. Some of the key issues that will be on the agenda this year are:

1) Asbestos including challenging for a register containing buildings at risk and local buildings with asbestos.

2) Environmental issues including getting a register for contaminated land.

3) Planning issues including commonalities and common ground.

4) Comprehensive policies on wind turbines and telecommunication masts.

Action: HH, JR



	iv
	West Lothian Community Health and Care Partnership

One of the items for discussion was Bangour Village Hospital Premises. The developer (Persimmon) and NHS Lothian are still committed to completing the sale however delays have arisen over the amount of detail that must be submitted for the redevelopment of any listed sites.

A question was asked as to what was happening to the old Broxburn Health Centre premises. A planning application has been made for a 60 bed nursing home on this site.



	4
	POLICE REPORT



	
	During December 2007, 24 youth crimes were reported with 8 being solved – a solvency rate of 33%. There were 6 youth calls.

6th December – Police received a call regarding an elderly woman in Alexander Street who had been a victim of a bogus workman-type crime. Over the past two years, the woman had given approx £7000 to a female who turned up at her house on a weekly basis. As a result of a police operation, two females have been arrested for this crime.

8th December – Two suspicious fires were reported in Glebe Avenue – a wheelie bin and a hedge, A suspect has been detained and enquiries are ongoing.

19th December – A wheelie bin was set alight in Alexander Street.

Lothian and border Police are looking to expand the Cold Calling Zone scheme that has been successful in Polbeth. This is a scheme that can be run by a Community Council in partnership with Police and Training Standards. A meeting will be held at Livingston Police Station at 7.30pm on Wednesday 6th February 2008 to introduce and explain the Cold Calling Control Zone scheme. Community Councils have been lettered regarding this and it is hoped that representatives from each Community Council will attend.

Test purchasing of alcohol has been carried out. Two premises in Uphall have been tested and passed. Further testing will take place and will be intelligence led. 



	5
	TREASURER’S REPORT



	
	The balance stands at £415.75 plus £392.17 in the National Savings account. A total of £807.92.



	6
	CORRESPONDENCE



	i
	Circulate

· SEPA View

· Cutting Edge

· The Association for the Protection of Rural Scotland newsletter

· Public Roads and the Countryside – Your Responsibility

· Winter Services in West Lothian

· Voluntary Organisations & Childcare – Training Calendar



	ii
	Planning Applications

1) 22/11/07 – Planning application for erection of various illuminated and non-illuminated signs at Fiat Garage, West Main Street. These signs replaced the old signs and were of an identical size.

2) 29/11/07 – Revised plans received of the three metre wide footpath/cyclepath from South Middleton in Uphall to Knightsridge Road, Dechmont. This will be on the north side of the A89. Work to commence on 21/01/08.

3) 03/12/07 – Pre-planning meeting at Cllr G Morrice’s office with two representatives from Dobbies Garden Centre regarding their proposals for a garden centre to the south east of the crossroads on Station Road/A89. H Hinton, J Moore and J Richardson represented the community council.

4) 05/12/07 – Meeting of the Development Control Committee regarding the planning application for the erection of 20 houses with garages and associated access roads and landscaping at Binny Park, Ecclesmachan. J Richardson represented the community council. This planning application was declined.

5) 04/12/07 – Renewal of temporary permission to full planning permission for part change of use from public footpath to form beer garden at Volunteer Arms, East Main Street. H Hinton and J Richardson met with landlord on 20/12/07. Landlord concerned with there being no kerb outside his property – issue of safety.

6) 13/12/07 – Planning application for installation of a new shop front and automatic door at Scotmid, 9 East Main Street. Also planning application for erection of an illuminated fascia sign at both Scotmid shops in Uphall.

7) New planning application (identical to the one made in Jan 07) submitted for erection of house at 33b West Main Street. The community council will again object on the grounds of the property being in a conservation area and our concern regarding traffic issues. 

Action: HH

A proposal was made that a planning sub-committee be formed to deal with planning issues. This proposal was adopted. C Arthur, H Hinton, A Milne, J Moore, J Richardson and L Thomson volunteered to form the sub-committee.



	iii
	Adjacent Wards 

Note of thanks received from chair of Ecclesmachan and Threemiletown Community Council for our support in objecting to the recent planning application for the development at Binny Park. A suggestion was put forward that as adjacent wards, we co-operate closer and a representative attends each other’s meetings. Members of the community council agreed that we would willingly support adjacent wards whenever necessary but could not send a representative to attend meetings. If special issues arose, these could be brought to the attention of adjacent community councils. Minutes of meetings are available on the WLACC website. Secretary to contact chair of E&TCC.

Action: HH



	iv
	Cold Calling Control Zones

There will be a community briefing on Wednesday 6th February at 7.30pm at Livingston Police Station. This will include a presentation from Trading Standards, the Police and local councillors have also been invited. Representatives invited to attend.

Action: HH, AM, JR



	v
	New Bus Service to Western General Hospital

This new bus service, operated by Nordi Travel, runs retween Livingston bus terminal, St John’s Hospital, Uphall, Broxburn, Kirkliston, Western General Hospital and Ocean Terminal. Buses will operate Monday to Friday leaving Livingston at 0715, 0945, 1245 and 1545 returning from Ocean Terminal at 0830, 1100, 1400 and 1710. The service is operated commercially and no subsidy is provided by the council.



	vi
	Awards for All
Acknowledgement received for completed ‘End of Award Report’. A new application for funding may now be made and priority will be given to applications that are for a significant development of the one that was previously funded. It was agreed that an application would be made for funding to provide lights at the skatepark. Secretary to obtain estimate for this from Keir Stevenson. 

Action: HH



	vii
	Public Partnership Forum’s Open Meeting

Minutes of meeting held on 06/12/07.



	viii
	Provision for Pupils who have Specific Speech and Language Disorder or Significant Speech and Language Needs

The Education Executive has decided to undertake public consultation on a proposal to make changes and improvements to the provision made for pupils who have specific speech and language disorder or significant speech language needs. It will not make any decision nor put any changes into effect until it has consulted parents and other interested parties. The consultation period lasts until 15th February.



	ix
	Draft Design Brief for a Model Secondary School

Over the next 15 to 20 years, planned new housing in West Lothian will require three new secondary schools and between fifteen and seventeen streams of primary provision. These facilities will be either fully or partially funded by the housing developers. It is envisaged that each of the three secondary schools will be built to take 1210 pupils. To ensure parity of the educational provision between these new schools and the secondary schools being built at Deans and Armadale, a generic design has been written based on the specifications for Deans Community High and Armadale Academy. This brief will be used as the basis for the full design briefs for new secondary schools in West Lothian. Comments on the draft brief are to be submitted by 25th January.



	x
	National Planning Framework 2 – Discussion Draft and Environmental Report

Written responses to the above consultation are to be submitted by 15th April.

During the consultation period there will be five National Discussion Conferences in different locations. H Hinton and J Richardson volunteered to attend the conference in Edinburgh on 7th March.

Action: HH, JR



	xi
	‘Uphallopy’

As part of their class topic ‘The Community’, six pupils from P5 in Uphall Primary School have designed a game of ‘Uphallopy’ based on the game of monopoly. H Hinton was invited to the school on 20/12/07 to join the pupils for a game of ‘Uphallopy’. The pupils had obviously worked very hard to produce such an interesting, enjoyable game. 

Action: HH



	xii
	Middleton Pond

Letter received from Mr McIntosh expressing his concerns regarding issues of safety with Middleton Pond during a recent cold spell when the surface of the pond was frozen. Cllr Janet Campbell is looking into this matter and will personally contact Mr McIntosh. 

Action: Cllr JC



	7
	AOCB



	i
	Waste Bin beside Bottle Bank

The area around the bottle bank is littered with empty plastic bags. It was agreed that the provision of a waste bin would be of great benefit. Secretary to contact Waste Management.

Action: HH



	ii
	Station Road

NETs to be contacted regarding the amount of wet leaves on the pavement in Station Road which are proving a hazard to pedestrians.

Action: HH



	8
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING



	
	The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 20th February 2008 at 7.30pm in Uphall Community Centre.
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