UPHALL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on Wednesday 18th January 2006 in Uphall Community Centre at 7.30pm.

	Item
	Description


	Action

	
	Present:      Mrs H Chalmers, Mrs M Davies, Mr D Flight, Mr F Graham, Mrs H Hinton,

                   Mrs A Milne, Mr J Moore, 

                   PC Coleman, Cllr A Davidson, Cllr G Morrice

                   Mrs McKay (head of Broxburn Academy), Mr Sweeney (head of St                       

                   Margaret’s Academy), John and Paul (two sixth year pupils)


   Allan Tuffs (Core Paths Network)

Apologies:  Mrs L Thomson

                   
	

	1
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
	

	
	Proposed by Mrs M Davies. Seconded by Mr J Moore.


	

	2
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	i
	O2 Mobile Phone Mast

Our representation to the installation of a mobile phone mast was put before the council’s Development Control Sub Committee which met on 7th December 2005. Having heard all the issues relevant to the application, planning permission was denied.


	

	ii
	What Can We Do To Help Community Councils Fulfil Their Role

A meeting with Ann Callaghan from the Scottish Executive who will speak on the above discussion paper, has been arranged to take place on Wednesday 8th February from 7.00pm to 9.00pm in the Chambers, Lindsay House, Bathgate. Two representatives from our community council will attend.


	HH
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	iii
	Carriageway and Footway Works – East and West Main Street

Signs informing road users of the restricted parking and disabled parking bays will be in place by the middle of February.


	

	iv
	Ross’s Walk

This is a private walkway owned by three properties. It is the responsibility of the three owners to upgrade the walkway. A question was raised by one community council member as to which part, if any, of Ross’s walk has been adopted by the council. Secretary to follow this up by contacting Steve Jones.
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	3
	EDUCATION IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS: BROXBURN ACADEMY (Mrs McKay) and ST MARGARET’S ACADEMY (Mr Sweeney)
	

	
	Every school has a well-developed philosophy of it’s own values. It is the task of the head teacher to communicate this vision to everybody connected with the school. This vision is translated into action and good staff is required to ensure this vision is achieved. West Lothian Council does all it can to ensure that schools are well staffed. 

The aim of a school is that every pupil leaves school with the best possible life-chances. To help to achieve this, we try to create a culture of achievement in every area of the school. ‘Praise’ postcards are one way of celebrating and sharing achievement between pupils and staff. Schools should enable young people to take responsibility for their own learning, to learn successfully, to be confident and willing to change. Pupils set their own targets. If pupils engage with their learning, behavioural problems are minimal. Citizenship, as well as social responsibility, is taught in modern studies

‘Curriculum for Excellence’ – engage pupils with curriculum. At end of first year, pupils choose their subjects. In third year, pupils sit standard grades (if pupil is not ready, can sit in 4th year) and in sixth year sit highers. Provision is made for children who don’t want to sit highers and subjects are provided for them. Local businesses are involved in the school.

Primary schools benefit from sharing teachers from secondary schools – teaching French, art and music.

Guidance is important in school – think of the individual pupil and what support they need. ‘The Learning Centre’ provides support for pupil when it’s needed. Auxiliary teachers help with a variety of tasks in pupil support. A tracking system, whereby three school reports are sent home each year, helps towards co-operation between school and parents. 

If a problem arises, the first main point of contact for pupils are the Year Heads (1st year to 4th year). Senior Academic Tutors (5th and 6th year) ensure that pupils are motivated. 

Resourcing in a school (good staffing and all necessary equipment) makes a difference in a school and staff and pupils are happy.

Leadership in schools is shared at all levels. Head and depute heads regularly visit disruptive classes.

Schools are part of the community and heads are trying to give the community the very best schools they can. Not just ‘talk the talk’ but ‘walk the walk’.

Question raised by one community council member as to the possibility of having youth members on the community council 


	

	4
	CORE PATHS NETWORK (Allan Tuffs)
	

	
	All local authorities are required to prepare a Core Path Plan for the whole district. The network of Core Paths will be an important way of providing access within, around and between town and villages – on foot, bike and horse-back. The main features of a Core Path is that it should be signposted, generally barrier free and for all users and abilities. The plan will also identify stretches of water that provide valuable access for activities such canoeing. In the long term, Core Paths in West Lothian will eventually form a network of main paths throughout and beyond the district. Not all paths will be Core Paths and many that exist already will remain as important local paths and Rights of Way. This proposal for the first Core Path Plan is the start and everybody in West Lothian is being given the chance to comment on it. West Lothian Council wants to consult with all residents in the preparation of the Core Path Plan. The North Area  – Westfield to Winchburgh – is now under consultation. A copy of the Core Path Plan for this area is being delivered to each house in the area and residents can make comments on the attached Consultation Form. A presentation and workshop session on the Core Path Plan will be held on Monday 6th February in Uphall Community Centre at 7.30pm.

This network of Core Paths will eventually be marked on OS maps.


	

	5
	POLICE REPORT
	

	
	21 crimes were recorded in the Uphall area during the month of December with 10 being solved – a solvency rate of 47%. Three crimes have taken place in the Stankards area. Operation Farrow is still ongoing and has produced a significant decrease in the number of youth related calls received by the police. All youths found in possession of alcohol or under the influence have been taken home and the parents informed. Referrals have also been made to the Youth Action Team. West Lothian Council have helped to get youth in the area to work with the police.


	

	6
	TREASURER’S REPORT
	

	
	Balance in National Savings account is £369.03. Balance in Current account is £481.54. This gives a total of £850.57.
	

	7
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	i
	Circulate

· WLACC – Minutes of AGM held on 14/09/05

· WLACC – Minutes of Executive meeting held on 07/11/05

· Rural Scotland Newsletter

· SEPA View


	

	ii
	Planning Applications

All planning applications for this area were noted.


	

	iii
	Community Council Training

The proposed training, which was to take place in January, has been postponed and the event to be re-scheduled to take place in March.


	

	iv
	Proposed Advisory 20mph Zone

West Lothian council propose to install an advisory 20mph zone in the following residential streets:

Loaninghill Cottages (including Burnside Road and Middleton Road), Loaninghill Park, Craigengar Avenue, Loaninghill Road (1-45, 10-52, 58-142), Byrehope Road (partial until development completed at east end).

The advisory 20mph zones covering the remaining residential roads in Uphall will be programmed in due course.


	

	v
	Traffic Calming in Station Road

A member from the Road Safety and Traffic Management Team will attend our March meeting.


	

	vi
	Taxi Licensing

West Lothian Council is the licensing authority responsible for taxi licensing in West Lothian. At present, the number of taxi licenses issued by the Council is restricted to 162. The Community Safety Committee of West Lothian Council, at their meeting held on 29/11/05, agreed to initiate the next review of taxi provision in the area. Each Community Council was asked to indicate whether they were aware of any unmet demand for the services of taxis. Uphall Community Council felt that the number of taxis operating in the area was sufficient. The closing date for comments was 26/01/06.
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	8
	AOCB
	

	i
	Skatepark

At the meeting held on 16/01/06, plans for the skatepark were shown to the youth attending the meeting. Once the plan is finalised, the construction of the skatepark can get under way.


	

	ii
	Footpath from Bowling Club to A89

Cllr A Davidson informed us that this footpath would be upgraded shortly.


	

	iii
	St Andrew’s Drive – U-turns

Concern expressed about the number of cars that are doing quick u-turns at the foot of St Andrew’s Drive causing a hazard to motorists. Secretary to contact traffic management and report this matter.
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	5
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING


	

	
	The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 15th February 2006 in Uphall Community Centre at 7.30pm.
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