UPHALL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 19th January 2005 in Uphall Community Centre

Item
Description


Action


Present:      Mrs M Cook, Mr D Flight, Ms H Hinton, Mr J Moore, Mrs L Thompson,

                   Mr A Valentine, Mrs V Valentine.

                   Mrs M O’Donnell

                   Cllr A Davidson

Apologies:  Mrs J Baxter, Mrs H Chalmers, Mrs M Davies, Mr F Graham

                   Cllr G Morrice




1
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING





Proposed by Mr J Moore. Seconded by Mrs V Valentine.






2
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES




i
Ross’s Walk

Ongoing.

Debris (produced when road cleaner has gone down the path) has been deposited at the side of the walk. Secretary to contact NET’S.

 
HH

ii
Skatepark

Another meeting to be held on Wednesday 20th January at 7.00pm.


DF

iii
St John’s Hospital

There have been developments in the range of services being offered at St John’s but concerns still remain that emergency general surgery and trauma orthopaedics will not be returned but have been transferred to the ERI. A leaflet from Robin Cook (outlining the new range of services) has been delivered in some areas. This to be discussed at next month’s meeting.




iv
Toxic Tour

Article about this tour in Sunday Mail.




v
Uphall to Binny Craig Right of Way.

Reply received from David Oldham, Access Officer, in response to letter sent to him expressing our concern about the condition of the path. He intends to have a look at the path over the next week to assess what work is required to improve this right of way.




vi
Motherwell Bridge Site

Letter from Andrew Blake, Environmental Health & Trading Standards Manager, advising us of the recent and current position regarding the site. 




vii
Footpath from Bowling Club to Bridge.

The unlit section of this path will be upgraded – either by Persimmons, West Lothian Council or a partnership of both. 






viii
Glebe Area

Work will soon start in this area to improve lighting. There are future plans for carriageway resurfacing and footway reconstruction.




ix
Puddles

Ongoing.






3
CORRESPONDENCE




i
Circulate

· NHS 24

· Allocation of Community Council Special Project Grants

· Action Notes

· Spokes bulletin

· Paths to Health newsletter

· Rights of Appeal in Planning – Analysis of Consultation Responses

· The Right Track newsletter

· SEPA View




ii
Planning Applications

None for this area.




iii
Rights of Appeal in Planning – Publication of  Analysis Report

A White Paper will be published early in 2005.




iv
Motherwell Bridge Site

Copy of Method Statements received outlining how demolition work on the remaining buildings is to be carried out – (This demolition work has now been completed.)

Letter received from Mr D McIntosh expressing his concerns regarding various issues, especially about Public Health and Air Quality, connected with this site. He also points out that construction has begun although procedures, as outlined in ‘The Report by Development and Building Control’, have not been complied with.

Secretary to contact Planning Officer at West Lothian Council expressing our concern regarding this. A copy of ‘The Report by Development and Building Control’ will also be requested.


HH

v
NHS Lothian’s plans to secure the future for St John’s Hospital

NHS Lothian has set out plans to secure the future for St John’s Hospital and how this will build on its excellent reputation as one of Scotland’s leading hospitals. These plans mean that as well as treating an additional 4500 patients per year, St John’s will also become the new regional centre for specialist head and neck services.

New Services -

· Development of a centre for the treatment of head and neck problems.

· A new eight bedded observation ward next to the new A+E unit.

· The development of a Lothian specialist elective surgical centre for minimally invasive surgery. This new centre will provide short stay and day case elective surgery for all of Lothian.

· Agreement with Professor John Savill that University teaching hospital status will be awarded to St John’s.

Maintenance of Existing Services -

· 24/7 A+E department with surgical assessment as well as existing medical admissions.

· 24/7 general medical admissions – cardiology, gastroenterology, respiratory, endocrinology, medicine of the elderly and a dedicated stroke unit.

· Increasing the proportion of cardiology sessions available to St John’s.

· Post acute care for medicine of the elderly as well as post acute orthopaedic and stroke rehabilitation.

· The regional Burns and Plastic surgery unit for South East of Scotland.

· Provision of current range of obstetric, gynaecology and paediatric services with the addition of two consultant obstetricians and two consultant paediatricians.

· Acute and old age psychiatry services with an expansion of community support.

· A review of the current catchment area for medical admissions.

· Full range of outpatient clinics.

· Critical care facilities to support services on site.

Uphall Community Council still feel strongly that emergency general surgery and trauma orthopaedic services should be returned to St John’s. These services are only available in the ERI and this is not convenient for the people of West Lothian. 

Secretary to write to Robin Cook, Bristow Muldoon, Bruce Ferry and Jim Swan,  thanking them for all their hard work in securing this new plan for the future of St John’s but expressing our concern that the above mentioned services have not been returned.


HH

vi
VAWL

Information session on Future Builders to be held on Wednesday 28th January in St Margaret’s Academy.




vii
Scottish Water

Infrastructure Maintenance in West Lothian – Scottish Water has a long-term programme for the improvement of existing water pipes.




viii
Lothian Health Council

Information passed on to us by Mr D McIntosh. 

The current role of Lothian Health Council is to represent the public’s interest in the NHS. Their main duties are to monitor services; to consult the public about proposed changes to services; to inform other organisations of the outcome of these consultations; and to give free advice and information about health services and the NHS complaints procedure. Lothian Health Council will be abolished on 31st March 2005. A new Scottish Health Council will be established on 1st April 2005 but with a different role and remit to the current local health councils. The new Scottish Health Council will not provide advice, information and complaints support services. This role will be taken over by new independent Advice and Support Services commissioned by Health Boards.




ix
Resurfacing works at Stankards

Letters received from two inhabitants of Macfarlane Place, Stankards, regarding positions of drains in the area. Both letters passed on to Cllr A Davidson.


Cllr AD

x
Uphall Diamonds FC

Letter received from the treasurer of Uphall Diamonds FC. A football team for the under 16’s is in the process of being set up and they would appreciate any financial assistance that the Community Council could provide. It was agreed to send a donation of £50.00.


HH

xi
West Lothian Association of Community Councils

Minutes of meetings. Dates of meetings to be held in 2005.


xii
Lothian and Borders Police – Force Communications Centre (FCC)

The FCC is situated in Bilston Industrial Estate, Loanhead, Midlothian and is the centralised communications facility for Lothian and Borders Police. All ‘999’ calls from across Edinburgh, the Lothians and the Scottish Borders are now received at the FCC. It is also responsible for the deployment of officers across the Force area in response to calls for police assistance.




xiii
Development Control & Building Standards – A Protocol on Planning Applications.

A copy of the revised protocol on planning applications. 

Secretary to contact Richard Hartland, Development and Building Control Manager, to arrange a visit to Community Council.


HH

4
AOCB




i
Uphall Web Site

A request was made by Mr J Moore for Community Council minutes for the past year in order that they can be put on the web site. Was advised to contact Community Council Liaison Officer who would be able to supply them.




ii
Recycling Bins

Individual blue and brown recycling bins were removed from the households in School Place, there being no room for them. These household are now unable to recycle waste. Communal bins were to be supplied to the flats in School Place as well as to households in Thomson Grove and Thomson Court. This has not yet taken place.

Secretary to contact Karen Anderson from Environmental Health.


HH

iii
Parking of Cars in Main Street outside Skoda Garage.

Cars belonging to the Skoda garage are being parked on the main Street and surrounding streets. This makes it impossible to find a parking space and is a disadvantage to local traders. Cllr A Davidson to look into this problem.


Cllr AD

iv
Broxburn Community Council

This area has been sold for a housing development.




v
Ash Path near Community Centre

The condition of this path will be discussed at the next Management Committee meeting.




vi
‘Welcome to Uphall’ signs

These signs are no longer in evidence. Cllr A Davidson to investigate their disappearance.


Cllr AD

vii
Traffic Lights at A89

Near-miss incidents occur here at peak times. 

Secretary to contact police to monitor the lights. Secretary also to contact Highways to inquire if a solution could be found for traffic on Station Road turning right at the lights.
HH





5
DATE OF NEXT MEETING





The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 16th February 2005 in Uphall Community Centre at 7.30pm.








