UPHALL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Chair: John Richardson  07763573820  Secretary: Halina Hinton  07501122142  Treasurer/Press Officer: Fraser Graham 01506 853055
Minutes of meeting held on 18th February 2009 at 7.30pm in Uphall Community Centre. 

	1
	Present:             Mr J Moore (Vice Chair), Mrs H Hinton (Secretary), Mr F Graham (Treasurer), 

                          Callum Arthur (youth member), Mrs J Baxter, Mrs M Davies, Mr D Flight, Mrs I Jones,                   

                          Mrs A Milne, Dr G Paisey, Mrs L Thomson, Mr A Torrance, Cllr A Davidson,

                          Cllr Ellen Glass, Cllr Graeme Morrice,

In attendance:   Mrs I Bishop

Apologies:        Mr J Richardson (Chair), Cllr Janet Campbell

                              

	2
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS



	
	Proposed by Mr F Graham. Seconded by Dr G Paisey.

Amendment to item 7 of minutes of meeting held on 21st January:

A number of members strongly objected to Chair’s decision to change the date of the AGM from April to March. One member said the manner in which he did it was out of order and others agreed.



	3
	DECLARATION OF INTEREST

	
	None.



	4
	POLICE REPORT



	
	During January, 19 crimes were reported with 15 being solved. That is a solvency rate of 79%.  The year to date solvency rate is 39%. There were four youth calls to Uphall during the period. Two vandalisms were reported, one in East Main Street and another in Loanfoot Road. One male was charged with racially abusing an Asian shopkeeper.



	5
	MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES



	a
	Cold Calling Control Zones

The whole of Uphall has now been leafleted thus making Uphall a Cold Calling Control Zone.



	b
	Flooding at Stankards

Site visits have been made by WLC. Work to solve the problem with flooding at 32 Johnston Avenue and 58 Macfarlane Place will be undertaken in April, in new financial year.



	c
	Broxburn and Uphall Town Centre Management Group

The town centre brochure will be delivered in the 3rd week in March to all EH52 postcodes. 11 properties have applied for shop fronts improvements scheme with some more putting in late applications. A cherry picker has been hired for end of March for two weekends to clean gutters etc of properties above shops.



	d
	Hole at Thomson Grove

Copy of email from Graeme Hedger who says that this issue has been put to Bill Elliot, senior manager at Scottish Water. Scottish Water is not renowned for its feedback and Graeme has not been advised whether they have accepted responsibility. Cllr Graeme Morrice has written to Scottish Water.



	6
	TREASURER’S REPORT



	
	Balance in account is £963.85. Savings book has been sent to Glasgow for updating. The accounts will be audited by the same auditors as last year. 

	7
	CORRESPONDENCE



	a
	Circulate – Summary Locality Plan for Broxburn, Uphall & Winchburgh Ward, Rural Scotland Newsletter, SEPA View.



	b
	Planning Application

Erection of a conservatory at 32 South Middleton.



	c
	Training Evenings on New Planning Act

The new planning act is coming into force this year and will be implemented in stages beginning in April. Two training evenings on February 19th and 26th will be held at County Buildings, Linlithgow from 6.30-8.00pm to discuss the changes that will take place and how they will affect us all. Two representatives will attend. Request from one member to inquire if there would be training available at other times.

Action: HH, JM



	d
	Planning Appeal – Philipstoun South Bing
A public local inquiry will be held, the likely start date being in May or June. If our community council intend to give evidence at this inquiry, we have to notify the appeals office within 14days of the date of the letter – by 21st February. Because we objected to the planning application made on 17/04/07, secretary wrote to the appeals office notifying them of our intention to give evidence. There is a pre-Pre-inquiry Procedure Meeting to be held in Philipstoun Community Hall on Tuesday 10th March at 6.00pm. Three representatives to attend the meeting. Secretary to contact Wendy McCorriston to discuss any advice she can give with this inquiry.

Action: HH, JM, JR



	e
	Gala Day Committee

Letter from secretary asking if our group would like to take part in this year’s gala. It was agreed to give a donation of £50 as we have done previously and offer help on the day if required.



	f
	Planning Dept at Scottish Government

Letter received asking community councils to register on the Scottish Government website to receive email alerts for new planning applications as they no longer send out hard copies. Secretary has been registered for the past three years and receives weekly alerts.



	g
	Keep Scotland Beautiful

West Lothian Council in association with Keep Scotland Beautiful, are organising litter clean ups in our area between 1st and 30th April. We have been asked if we would like to assist in this event. Callum volunteered to ask pupils at Broxburn Academy if any of them would be interested.

Action: CA



	h
	Forth Replacement Crossing

There was a Public Information Exhibition in Linlithgow on 30th January. Amongst the displays was an update on the Forth Replacement Crossing, an artist’s impression of the three mono tower cable-stayed bridge, preferred road connections, construction, costs and funding and a timeline for the completion of the bridge in 2016. The cost is estimated at £1.72bn to £2.34bn. Information can be found at Broxburn library or on the website www.forthreplacementcrossing.info



	i
	Customer Survey on West Lothian Local Plan

We have been asked to complete a survey on our involvement with the West Lothian Local Plan. After discussion of the survey, secretary to complete and return to planning department.

Action: HH



	j
	Consultation: Householder Permitted Development Rights

Written responses to be submitted by Friday 13th March. Cllr Alex Davidson said he would forward further information to secretary. Secretary to respond to consultation.

Action: Cllr AD, HH



	8
	NEWSLETTER



	
	As Chair had not given copies of other community council newletters to Vice Chair, it was agreed to postpone discussion of this till our next meeting.



	9
	AOCB



	a
	Declaration of Interest

Matter was raised that a declaration of interest should be declared at any point during the meeting as the need arises. Added to next month’s agenda.



	b
	Litter and Graffiti in Uphall

The amount of litter and graffiti has increased – litter (empty bottles) in properties in Ross’s Walk, broken bottles along the Walk making residents feel unsafe to walk this way at night, litter along pathway to railway station, in bushes all over the village and down the embankment along the burn at the iron bridge at Muir’s Court. Cllr Graeme Morrice said that Environmental Wardens could issue a spot fine and he would get statistics about the  number of people who have been issued with spot fines.

Action: Cllr GM



	c
	NETs

Some of the railings at the corner of East Main Street and Loaninghill Road are sticking out. 

Middleton – wall adjacent to pavement in poor condition.

Trees in one of the properties along the path at the north side of King George IV Park, have been cut back in such a way that the protruding ends are over the path and this presents a hazard to pedestrians.

Bushes in Arnold Clark’s property are overhanging into St Andrew’s Drive. 

Secretary to contact NETs.

Action: HH 



	d
	Road Markings

There are no road markings at the junction of Strathbrock Place and St Andrew’s Drive. Secretary to report this to road dept.

Action: HH



	e
	Trees along A89

Question asked as to why trees were being cut down along A89.

 

	f
	Dangerous Cycling

Incidents reported of cycling at night without lights. This should be reported to the police. Cycling on pavements is presenting a problem to pedestrians.



	g
	Car Parking Charges at Livingston

These will be introduced in either July or August. This will adversely affect those who work in the Centre with parking costing as much as £50 a month. There are concessions for some premises. Question asked as to why were concessions available for all workers? Cllrs Graeme Morrice and Alex Davidson stated that the Council had opposed car parking charges.



	h
	Plaques at Cemeteries

It was agreed that a letter of appreciation should be sent to Catherine Ferguson thanking her for all her efforts in having plaques erected at three West Lothian cemeteries to recognise hundreds of unmarked graves.

Action: HH



	10
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING



	
	The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 18th March at 7.30pm in Uphall Community Centre.
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