UPHALL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 20th February 2008 at 7.30pm in Uphall Community Centre.

	Item
	Description



	1
	Present:       Mr D Flight, Mr F Graham, Mrs H Hinton, Mr J Moore, Mr J Richardson, 

                    Mrs L Thomson, Mrs M O’Donnell, Mr G Allan (representative from ECC&TMT)

                    Cllr G Morrice, PC L Cousens, PC Stuart Neilson (Safer Communities)

Apologies:  Callum Arthur, Mrs M Davies (belated), Mrs A Milne (belated), Cllr J Campbell,

                    Cllr E Glass 

                   

	2
	COLD CALLING CONTROL ZONES – PC STUART NEILSON



	
	This is an initiative to prevent doorstep crime in West Lothian The setting up of Cold Calling Control Zones is the most effective method of stopping bogus callers. It also helps in cutting down overall crime in the area. Signs attached to lampposts identify the boundaries of the zone. Vulnerable residents are issued with red cards that tell callers that they are not welcome. The cost is approximately £90 per 200 houses. It was unanimously agreed that the community council would become involved in setting up Cold Calling Control Zones in Uphall. There is a history of bogus callers in certain areas of Uphall and PC Lynette Cousens would identify those areas that would benefit from becoming Cold Calling Control Zones. Further discussion at next month’s meeting. It was agreed to write to local councillors regarding funding for this initiative.

Action: PC LS



	2
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS



	
	Proposed by Mr F Graham. Seconded by Mr J Richardson.



	3
	MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES



	i
	Outline Planning Application – 33 Station Road

Granted.


  

	ii
	Awards for All

Application made for funding for lighting at skatepark.



	iv
	Waste Bin beside Bottle Bank

Waste management contacted. They are looking for the most suitable type of bin and hopefully these will be provided by the summer.



	V
	Middleton Pond

There are concerns regarding the safety of this pond. Even although the pond has a graduated level, it is 6ft at the deep end. The fence surrounding it consists of posts and three pieces of wire. Cllr Graeme Morrice and residents of South Middleton have visited the pond. Greenbelt are involved in the maintenance of this area. A possible solution to the safety aspect would be signage and more secure fencing.



	4
	POLICE REPORT



	
	During January 24 crimes were reported with 5 being solved – a solvency rate of 20%. There were 12 youth calls during this month.

4th January – A vehicle parked in West Main Street was damaged by several males who ran off. A member of the public had recorded the incident on video and enquiries are ongoing.

5th January – Following a considerable chase, a male was arrested having breached his bail conditions by entering Wyndford Avenue.

6th January – A house in School Place was broken into and electrical equipment was stolen. A motor bike was stolen from Dargai Place. The bike was recovered a short time later having been found hidden in bushes. There was some damage to the ignition barrel.

17th January – A rear wheel was stolen from a vehicle parked in Thomson Court.

19th January – A driver was arrested and charged with dangerous driving in West Main Street.

20th January – A male driver was arrested near Uphall Golf Club for drink driving.

21st January – Police assisted ambulance personnel to gain entry to a house in Kirkflat when an elderly female was found lying on the floor. She was taken to hospital for medical treatment.

23rd January – A female was hit by an airgun pellet in Crossgreen Place. Extensive enquiries were carried out with local residents however the owner of the airgun has not yet been traced.



	5
	TREASURER’S REPORT



	
	The balance stands at £415.75 plus £392.17 in the National Savings account. A total of £807.92.



	6
	CORRESPONDENCE



	i
	Circulate

· Winter Services, Supplementary Planning Guides



	ii
	Planning Applications

1) Erection of 10 houses and 4 cottage flats and upgrading of existing road at Johnston Avenue. Residents of Macfarlane Place have issues with the turning point. 

2) Extension to house at 50 Middleton Road.

3) Extension to house and erection of conservatory at 9 Millbank Place.

4) Philipstoun Recycling Plant – As planning application for this was declined by West Lothian Council, Neil Williams Haulage submitted an appeal to the Scottish Executive on Friday 15th February. Have been contacted by secretary of Philipstoun Community Council for our further support.



	iii
	Waste Bins for Bottle Bank and Winter Gritting Services

Letter from Cllr Janet Campbell regarding receptacles next to bottle banks to collect plastic bags. Waste management hope to provide a suitable type bin in the summer. Letter also explained Council’s Policy on the gritting of footpaths and Council’s Winter Service leaflet was enclosed.



	iv
	Cycleway/Footpath along A89

This will now be extended from Knightsridge Road, Dechmont to the entrance to the former Bangour Village Hospital site.



	v
	West Lothian Association of Community Councils

There will be parking charges for using the new multi storey car park at The Elements at Almondvale in Livingston. The Association are planning to write to Land Securities regarding this and they would be grateful if all community councils would get involved and object to these charges. Secretary to write to Land Securities.

Action: HH



	vi
	Association of Scottish Community Councils
Regional meeting for all community councillors to be held on Saturday 15th March in The City Chambers, Edinburgh. Topics covered will be:- What can the ASCC do to strengthen community councils, Scottish Government proposals for increased Public Involvement and elections to local Health Boards, All-party panel of Lothian MSPs answer questions. Two representatives volunteered to attend.

Action: HH, JR

	vii
	Cutting Edge – A briefing note produced by West Lothian Council for councillors and their communities.

West Lothian Council has launched a Community News section on their website www.westlothian.gov.uk This section is updated with local community news and pictures on a daily basis. 

Local Area Committees – Each multi-member ward has its own LAC which is made up of three or four elected members (Uphall has four). Their job is to act as a forum for discussion of local issues and to provide a focal point for council employees and partner organisations engaged in the local area and locality planning. They do not have formal decision- making powers but can make their views known whether they are asked for recommendations about council policy from a local perspective or where they have developed local issues on their own for consideration by the council. The next meeting will be held on 29th February at 2.00pm in West Lothian House. Dates of meetings on council website as well as minutes of the meetings.

  

	viii
	Uphall Community Centre – Minutes of Management Committee Meeting held on 28th January

Praise for kick-pitch. Owing to the fact that there are now financial issues with the setting up of new food co-ops, it was decided to put the setting up of an Uphall Food Co-op on hold until further information is available.



	ix
	West Lothian Health and Care Partnership

Next meeting to be held on Monday 3rd March at 5.00pm in St John’s Hospital.



	x
	Custody Visiting Scheme

Lothian and Borders Police Board is currently looking for responsible and trustworthy people to become custody visitors. These are independent members of the local community who visit police stations unannounced to check on the welfare of the people held in police custody. They are trained volunteers, appointed by police authorities and are independent of the police. Information session to be held in The City Chambers, Edinburgh on Saturday 1st March at 11.00pm.



	xi
	West Lothian Herald & Post

Request from reporter Scott McAngus for information about meetings of community council. Would like to be kept informed about local issues. Hopes to be able to attend some meetings.



	7
	AOCB



	i
	Documentary on the life of Corporal Robert Beveridge

Cllr Graeme Morrice has arranged for the documentary on the life of Corporal Robert Beveridge to be shown in March – either 10th or 11th – date and venue to be confirmed. Representatives from the community council are invited to attend. 



	ii
	Overgrown Footpath

Gordon Allan from ECC&TMT Community Council has concerns about an overgrown footpath frequently used by walkers. He said that a solution to this problem would be that members of community councils could bring the path up to standard and then it would be maintained by West Lothian Council.



	iii
	Dog Fowling

Dog fowling in Station Road and East Main Street has become a big problem in recent weeks. It was decided to invite the Environmental Wardens to attend one of our meetings.

Action: HH



	8
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING



	
	The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 20th February 2008 at 7.30pm in Uphall Community Centre.
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