UPHALL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on Wednesday 15th February 2006 in Uphall Community Centre at 7.30pm.

	Item
	Description


	Action

	
	Present:      Mrs H Chalmers, Mrs M Davies, Mr D Flight, Mr F Graham, Mrs H Hinton,

                   Mrs L Thomson, Mrs M O’Donnell

                   PC K Gray, Cllr A Davidson, Ms A Moohan

Apologies:  Mrs A Milne, Mr J Moore, Cllr G Morrice

                   
	

	1
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING


	

	
	Proposed by Mrs M Davies. Seconded by Mrs H Chalmers.


	

	2
	MATTERS ARISING


	

	i
	O2 Mobile Phone Mast

An appeal by O2 (UK) Ltd. has been made to the Scottish Executive against West Lothian Council’s decision to refuse erection of a mobile phone mast on land adjacent to Strathbrock Church Hall. This appeal is to be decided by Written Submissions. Uphall Community Council has sent in a written submission to the Inquiry Reporter’s Unit.


	HH

	ii
	What Can We Do To Help Community Councils Fulfil Their Role

At the meeting with Ann Callaghan on 8th February, various issues were discussed about the role of community councils. The paper under discussion ‘What Can We Do To Help Community Councils Fulfil Their Role’ is the first stage in the process of reviewing the current community council’s system by seeking views and feedback on a number of matters relating to the activities of community councils, their effectiveness and their role. Comments are invited to be made to a questionnaire consisting of sixty questions relating to the discussion paper. Secretary to respond by 28th February.


	HH

	iii
	Ross’s Walk

The top part of this walk (up to No 7) is public and therefore Council owned. This section of the path is broken up by tree roots and presents a hazard to the public. Secretary to report this to the Council.


	HH

	iv
	Community Council Training

A training session for Community Councillors will be held on Thursday 16th March from 7.00pm - 9.00pm in Conference Room 1, West Lothian House, Livingston. Four of our members will attend. Secretary to contact Lorraine McGrorty.
	HH



	v
	Skatepark

A further meeting will be held on 20/02/06 where the finalised plan will be presented. The Community Council have decided to apply for available grants which will help with the provision of a shelter at the skatepark. Secretary to find out which grants are available.


	HH

	3
	POLICE REPORT


	

	
	During the month of January, 17 crimes were recorded in the Uphall area with 6 being solved – a solvency rate of 35%. Police continue to attend youth calls and any youths found under the influence of alcohol are being taken home and referred to the youth action team. The number of youth calls remain reduced. Three officers are involved with Operation Ferret which is tackling vandalism.

 
	

	4
	TREASURER’S REPORT


	

	
	Balance in National Savings account is £369.03. Balance in Current account is £481.54. This gives a total of £850.57.


	

	5
	FOOD CO-OPS


	

	
	Angela Moohan, Community Health Development Office – Food Initiatives, talked about food co-ops. This is a process of individuals in a community coming together and bulk- buying, primarily fresh food and vegetables. This is then sold on to people in the community at affordable prices. The project is run by volunteers and is a not-for-profit organisation which hopes to also sell local produce.

A food co-op stall is being set up in the Strathbrock Partnership Centre on Thursday mornings at 9.30pm. Before we decide if having a food co-op in Uphall would be a good idea, we will monitor how the one in the Partnership Centre progresses.


	

	6
	CORRESPONDENCE


	

	i
	Circulate

· Postwatch Scotland

· SEPA View


	

	ii
	Planning Applications

All planning applications for this area were noted.


	

	iii
	Licensing Board – March Quarterly Meeting

Applications noted.


	

	iv
	Rejoining Uphall Community Council

Letter received from Mrs Joan Baxter requesting to rejoin the community council. It was agreed unanimously to welcome Mrs Baxter back as a member. Uphall Community Council now has nine members.


	

	v
	Letter from Resident in Middleton

Letter received from a resident in Middleton expressing concern about a number of issues in the Middleton area. Secretary to report these matters to the relevant contact officers at West Lothian Council. 


	HH

	vi
	Binny Craig Path

Letter received from resident in Uphall expressing concern about the poor state of the path to Binny Craig. Secretary to report this to NET’s. 


	HH

	vii
	West Lothian Public Partnership Forum

Letter received from Bristow Muldoon MSP regarding the West Lothian Public Partnership Forum. Public Partnership Forums are being set up all over Scotland to help patients and the public have more influence over the planning and development of local health services through Community Health Partnerships. Secretary to contact Patient Involvement Worker to find out more about the Forum.


	HH

	viii
	Draft West Lothian Road Safety Plan 2005-2010 – Consultation

West Lothian Council, in partnership with Lothian and Border Police, is committed to reducing road casualties. In support of this commitment, a revised Road Safety Plan covering the period 2005-2010 has been developed. This plan reviews the previous road safety plan and sets out detailed actions and targets for the next five years. We agreed with all the proposed recommendations. We agreed with all the recommendations proposed. Secretary to complete and return the consultation questionnaire.


	HH

	ix
	Community Council Participation in the Planning Application Process

Details of a protocol for community participation in the planning application process.


	

	7
	ADOPTION OF MODEL CONSTITUTION


	

	
	The Model Constitution as well as the Model Standing Orders were adopted at this meeting. Secretary to notify Lorraine McGrorty. 


	HH

	8
	CORE PATHS


	

	
	After looking at the proposed Core Path Plan, it was decided that we would make three comments about the Plan. We feel that there should be circular routes. There should also be short routes round villages. The path along the A89 should be included as a core path. Secretary to complete consultation form and post to Strategic Planning. 


	HH

	9
	AOCB


	

	i
	Pavements

A section of the pavement in Station Road and another section in West Main Street have been resurfaced rather badly following work done by Transco. Secretary to report this to NET’s.


	HH

	10
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING


	

	
	The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 15th March 2006 in Uphall Community Centre at 7.30pm.
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