UPHALL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 16th February 2005 in Uphall Community Centre

Item
Description


Action


Present:      Mrs J Baxter, Mrs H Chalmers, Mr D Flight, Mr F Graham, Mrs H Hinton,              

                   Mrs A Milne, Mr J Moore, Mrs L Thomson

                   Mrs M O’Donnell, Mrs J Scott, Mr D Scott

                   Cllr A Davidson, Cllr G Morrice

Apologies:  Mrs M Davies, PC C Hulme




1
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING





Proposed by Mr J Moore. Seconded by Mrs L Thompson






2
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES




i
Skatepark

The preferred site at the moment is the Green Huts site. Council officers to speak with people concerned with the building of the skatepark to find out what is possible and not possible to build on that site – whether extra land might be needed. They will report back when information becomes available.

This facility will be available to both Uphall and Broxburn.




ii
St John’s Hospital

The review committee are not prepared to look at the reinstatement of emergency general surgery and trauma orthopaedics. Their remit was to look at the future of the health service. Lothian Health Board have met the outcomes of the consultation. 10000 people responded to the consultation – 9000 from West Lothian. There was no seconder for the motion, put forward by Cllr Graeme Morrice, to reinstate emergency general surgery and trauma orthopaedics.

It was decided that we need to look at the reality of the changes – waiting lists have almost doubled since August 2004. When minor surgery ,which was to be done at St John’s, is later not considered to be minor, it has then to be rescheduled to the ERI – another wait for the patient. There is a deterioration of health services in West Lothian. The secretary to write to Lothian Health Board .


HH

iii
Motherwell Bridge Site

Secretary phoned planning officer after last month’s meeting expressing our concern that building on this site was not complying with procedures laid down in ‘The Report by Development and Building Control Manager’. As yet, no feedback on this.




iv
Glebe Area

Work is in progress on the old lighting.




v
Resurfacing Work at Stankards

Work ongoing.




vi
Recycling Bins 

Decision has been made against the issuing of communal bins. The problem will be resolved later this year. 




vii
Parking of cars in Main Street outside Skoda Garage

Robert Adamson, enforcement officer, has spoken to the manager of the garage who said he would not abuse the use of the public roadway. He did point out that any vehicle parked that belongs to, or has connections with the garage, is taxed and insured and is therefore not creating an offence. Mr Adamson put forward that the good relations with the public and businesses had to be taken into account. The manager agreed and reiterated that he would continue to minimise the effect the garage had in relation to parking in the street. Secretary to contact Planning Dept.


HH

viii
‘Welcome to Uphall’ signs

The gateway signs at this location were repeatedly damaged by vehicles. It costs £2500 a time for replacement with another £1500 if the lights were damaged compared with £50 for a new sign pole. Rory Cameron, lighting engineer, will have further discussions with the Transport section to assess whether the Gateway signs should be continued. 






ix
Traffic Lights on A89

The problem with these lights has been raised with PC Hulme. It was also reported to Rory Cameron who said he would look into the matter.




x
Uphall Web Site

 A very informative and excellent site – www.uphall.info                                                                 






3
CORRESPONDENCE




i
Circulate

· Cutting Edge – January 2005 edition

· Review of Marches and Parades in Scotland: A Survey of Views Across Scotland.




ii
Planning Applications

All planning applications related to our area were noted.




iii
Postal Service

There are now fewer complaints about missing parcels in Broxburn Post Office.

Letter received from a member of the public pointing out that the postbox outside Broxburn Post Office was overflowing on 1st February. The postbox in St Andrew’s Drive was also overflowing on at least one occasion. Secretary to report this to Royal Mail.


HH

iv
Adoption of Private Roads and Footways – Middleton Estate

Burnside Road, Middleton Road and Middleton Avenue are to be adopted by West Lothian Council. From now on, all maintenance, repairs or gritting  are the responsibility of the Council.




v
Traffic Congestion on Main Street

Letter received from Uphall South Parish Church regarding the difficulty in parking at the church on a Sunday and also at other times – coffee mornings, funerals. This problem has arisen since the opening of the Skoda garage. Secretary to write to Mr Cameron (Session Clerk)  informing him about what is being done about this problem.


vi
St John’s Hospital

Letters received from both Robin Cook and Bristow Muldoon in reply to the letters sent to them on behalf of Uphall Community Council.




vii
Licensing Board – March Quarterly Meeting

Applications noted.




viii
West Lothian Association of Community Councils

As part of the Association’s work to give a stronger voice to community councils in West Lothian, a meeting has been secured with Margo MacDonald MSP. The meeting will take place on Tuesday 19th April, at the Scottish Parliament at Holyrood at 7.30pm. Every community council in the area is entitled to send one representative to the meeting at which issues can be raised on topics affecting their area. Issues to be raised will be discussed at next month’s meeting.

Secretary to contact Helen Taylor (Chair) naming our representative and expressing our regret that only one representative can attend.


HH

ix
Community Councils Website.

The website has been designed to publicise community councils across West Lothian. As well as the main site, each local community council has its own microsite. This can be reached through the home page of the main site at:

www.yourcommunitycouncil.co.uk  and selecting the name from the pulldown list.

The site will contain a list of members of the community council, minutes of meetings and a list of meeting dates. Emails have also been set up to forward mail to each community council. The format is: Uphall@yourcommunitycouncil.co.uk



x
Motherwell Bridge Site

Letter from Mr McIntosh expressing his concern about who is responsible for upholding the very necessary protection and well - being of local communities. The main bodies – SEPA (Scottish Environmental Protection Agency), HSE (Health and Safety Executive) and LA (Local Authority) – appear to only have authority in certain areas. Mr McIntosh would like the Community Council to make their own enquiries, as to whom, and which body exists, to ensure the protection of public health and what their duties and responsibilities are. 

Secretary to contact Health and Safety Executive regarding the above points. 

Secretary to write to Mr McIntosh expressing the Community Council’s appreciation of his determined work as regards the Motherwell Bridge site.


HH



xi
Neighbourhood Response Team

Statistics showing number of cases for January 2005 throughout West Lothian. There were two cases in Uphall – serious nuisance i.e. persistent loud noise, parties.




4
AOCB




i
New Housing Development

This is being built by Castle Rock Housing on the area of land which was the BMX track. The residents of Pentland View object strongly to this development – 12 houses and two blocks of flats. As the land is owned by West Lothian Council, the application will go to the Scottish Executive. The two residents of Pentland View, who expressed their concerns about this housing development to Uphall Community Council, were advised to contact the Scottish Executive outlining their objections.




ii
Parking Obstruction

A council lorry, from building services, is regularly parking in Loanfoot Crescent and causing an obstruction to traffic. David Flight will report this to PC Hulme.


DF

iii
Middleton Development

Pine trees have been removed along the access road from the A89. This is not in accordance with the ‘Conditions Attached to Planning Permission’. Cllr G Morrice will look into this. This road is also hazardous to traffic while work is in progress. The builders have a health and safety duty towards the public. Cllr G Morrice to check if viable to close the road while work is being carried out.
GM

GM



iv
Rampaging Youths

Problem with gangs of youths rampaging through the streets around Thomson Grove, etc. on Saturday night. Broken glass in evidence the following morning. Secretary to contact PC Hulme to report the matter.

 
HH



v
Shortage of Teachers

West Lothian is recruiting teachers to help with the shortage. Uphall Primary has a slightly falling role so no shortage of places.




vi
Hanging Baskets

Application has been made. 




vii
Maintenance of Community Friendship Garden

Concern expressed about the maintenance of the garden. This will be handled by the Management Committee.

 


viii
Young People Speaking Out

A group of young people have made a short video which will be transmitted on BBC Shout.




ix
Car Parking at Community Centre

A letter is being sent to West Lothian Council from the Management Committee enquiring about the upgrading of the car parking facilities at the Community Centre.




5
DATE OF NEXT MEETING





The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 16th March 2005 in Uphall Community Centre at 7.30pm.








