UPHALL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 17th August 2005 in Uphall Community Centre at 7.30pm

	Item
	Description


	Action

	
	Present:      Mrs J Baxter, Mrs M Davies, Mrs M Cook, Mr D Flight, Mr F Graham,               

                   Mrs H Hinton, Mrs A Milne, Mrs L Thomson

                   Mrs M O’Donnell, PC C Hulme, Cllr G Morrice

Apologies:  Mr A Valentine, Mrs E Valentine, Cllr a Davidson


	

	1
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING


	

	
	Proposed by Mrs M Cook. Seconded by Mrs M Davies.
	

	
	
	

	2
	MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING


	

	
	Proposed by Mrs L Thomson, Seconded by Mrs M Davies.
	

	
	
	

	3
	POLICE REPORT


	

	
	Crime statistics – June ’04 – 29 – solvency 41%. June ’05 – 46 (new way of recording crime) – solvency 43%. July ’04 – 39 – solvency 41%. July – ’05 – 32 – solvency 68%.  There is less vandalism in June and July – vandalism in July ’04 was 13 and in July ’05 it was 6. There have been more assaults and these have mostly been solved. The youth in the area are no longer hanging about in Glebe Park – they find it boring. Kids are playing golf in Glebe Park. Cllr G Morrice said that there is a byelaw prohibiting the playing of golf in public parks. He’ll obtain a copy of the byelaws and pass it to PC C Hulme.


	

	4
	MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES


	

	
	Disabled Parking Bay

West Lothian Council has taken on board the suggestion of the Community Council and will agree to an additional parking bay for disabled on east Main Street near Scotmid.


	

	5
	CORRESPONDENCE


	

	i
	Circulate

· Proposals for new retail and leisure amenities at Almondvale

· Children’s Panel Advisory Committee – Recruitment poster

· SEPA View


	

	ii
	Planning Applications

All planning applications related to our area were noted.

 One of the planning applications (advertised on 28/07/05) was for ‘Change of use of land from industrial storage to market (one day per week) at land adjacent to M8, Uphall.’ As the closing date for abjections was 19/07/05, the secretary contacted the chair on 04/08/05 and submitted an objection on the basis of previous decisions taken at the special meeting held on 076/07/05 – more traffic coming through the village.

A few community council members disagreed with this decision and it was put to the vote and the objection was overruled. Secretary to write to the planning officer withdrawing the objection received from Uphall Community Council.


	

	iii
	Finalised West Lothian Local Plan 

Letter received acknowledging our objections following the special meeting held on 06/07/05.


	

	iv
	Notification of Intended Resurfacing Works

As part of West Lothian’s Capital Maintenance Programme, Carriageway Resurfacing and Footway Reconstruction works have been programmed for Houston Gardens, Stankards. Work is scheduled to begin on 22nd August and last for a period of around 8 weeks.


	

	v
	Review of Electoral Arrangements for Wards
The Local Government Boundary Commission for Scotland has published its provisional proposals for revised electoral arrangements in the West Lothian Council area. The legislation requires that the Commission should make proposals for revised electoral arrangements comprising wards suitable for returning either 3 or 4 councillors using a  single transferable vote system of proportional representation. Its provisional proposals place Uphall in a 4 member ward with Dechmont, Ecclesmachen, Bangour and Winchburgh. The Council proposal keeps Uphall together with Dechmont, Bangour and Broxburn in a 3 member ward. Objections can be made to the Commission during the 12-week period ending on 29th September. The chair requested that Cllr G Morrice send a copy of the Council’s proposals to each community council member. Secretary to include this for discussion in next month’s agenda.

 
	

	vi
	BT’s Proposals to Re-align Payphone Provision to Meet Consumer Demand.

BT has an obligation to provide access to public payphones to meet the demand of consumers but it is a sad fact that consumers are choosing other methods of communication over payphones and as a result, use of public street payphones continues to decline. Among the street based payphones in Uphall, one is little used by consumers and is therefore proposed by BT for removal – this is the payphone in Crossgreen Drive. Secretary to obtain statistical information about this payphone and this will be discussed at next month’s meeting.


	

	vii
	Modernising the Planning System  

The Scottish Executive recently published a White Paper entitled ‘Modernising the Planning System’ which outlines the substantial changes the government proposes to make to the planning system. An evening seminar, outlining the main points of the proposal and their likely impact on the interests of West Lothian residents, will take place in the Council Chambers in West Lothian House on Monday 22nd August at 6.30pm.


	

	5
	AOCB


	

	i
	Death of Robin Cook MP

All present expressed their sorrow to hear of the sudden death of Robin Cook MP.


	

	ii
	Skatepark

Project on hold just now until another architect is found.


	

	iii
	Bowling Club Alarm

It was reported that the alarm at the Bowling Club keeps going off at 6.00am. PC C Hulme advised that the Bowling Club should be contacted and the problem reported.


	

	iv
	Brown Recycling Bins

The possibility of having extra collection of brown bins is coming up for review.


	

	v
	Community Council Member Standing Down

Mrs M Cook is standing down from the Community Council. Thanks were expressed for all the work she has done over the years in her capacity as a Community Council member.


	

	6
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING


	

	
	The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 21st September 2005 in Uphall Community Centre at 7.30pm. Angela Mahoon, Community Health Development Officer, will talk about Food Co-ops. 
	

	
	
	

	7
	BRISTOW MULDOON MSP

Bristow Muldoon MSP talked about the health service, education and transport.
	

	
	
	

	i
	Health Service
	

	
	Car park charges at ERI: These charges are tied up with PFI. There is a chance for the health board to renegotiate car-parking charges down to more realistic charges. There is a timescale of when this is happening.

Public transport access: By bus – Ideas are being put forward to have a single ticket available for travelling to the ERI. By train - A train to Newcraighall and then a shuttle bus to the ERI. No timescale for this s yet. 

Safety of patients travelling to the ERI by ambulance: Paramedics can stabilise patient on the way to hospital. They can phone ahead to report on the condition of the patient and surgeons will be ready to meet the patient. The journey by ambulance is estimated to take 22-23mins. If the paramedics think it is necessary, the patient can be stabilised as St John’s (9.00am-5.00pm). Medical emergencies are treated at St John’s. 70% of admissions to hospital are medical emergencies.

St John’s is a centre for the treatment of head and neck injuries. The catchment area for St John’s is to be expanded.

The majority of healthcare for the people of West Lothian will be at St John’s.

Community Health Partnership: Care services and health care will be under one management structure. There is a drive forward towards better health awareness for people in Scotland. Regular check-up visits to the doctor will be encouraged.

Lab facilities: Time-critical tests are still carried out at St John’s.

We still intend to fight for acute services to return to St John’s. At the moment, there are not enough surgeons to man two locations – St John’s and the ERI. Argument for the return of acute services will be put forward again in the future.
	

	
	
	

	ii
	Education
	

	
	To overcome the shortage of teachers, West Lothian put in place an incentive package and recruited teachers from Northern Ireland where there is a surplus of teachers. In the 65 primary schools in West Lothian, there are two vacancies. The Scottish Parliament is encouraging more people to go into teaching.

The only way of overcoming the problem of teachers leaving in mid-term would be to change the terms of the contract. The problem of some subjects not being available in secondary schools (Broxburn Academy) was brought up. The essential subjects are there but other subjects might not be available due to shortage of teachers in that subject. It was decided that the head of Broxburn Academy be invited to talk to the Community Council in January.
	

	
	
	

	iii
	Transport
	

	
	Expansion of Edinburgh airport is out to consultation. It is intended that there will be a three-fold expansion over the next 15-20years at a cost of 20million pounds. The noise associated with this expansion will be monitored. No plans are in place for a bus service to the airport.

Rail link: More frequent trains to Edinburgh. The Bathgate line has been upgraded – trains travelling to Edinburgh now have 6 coaches. Work has almost been completed on the expansion of the car park at Uphall Station.

Park and Ride at Livingston: This was intended to be a fast-track service from Livingston down the M8 to Edinburgh. West Lothian Council has not been able to reach agreement with the Scottish Executive on the availability of a bus priority lane on the M8. There have been safety benefits associated with this facility – work has been carried out at junctions so that there is now one entry on to the dual carriageway and one exit off. The speed limit has been reduced to 50mph.

Concerns were raised about the unreliable timetables for buses. Question was asked about the possibility of cross-ticketing – being able to purchase one ticket for use on both bus and train on the one journey.

In April 2006, a new partnership is being established between all councils in Scotland. As from 1st April 2006, there will be free bus travel for senior citizens – anywhere in Scotland, any time of day. Concessionary travel for 16-19year olds who are in either full time education or training will also be introduced. This will take the form of a reduced rate bus fare pass.
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