UPHALL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 16th April 2008 at 7.30pm in Uphall Community Centre.

	Item
	Description



	1
	Present:       Callum Arthur, Mrs M Davies, Mr D Flight, Mr F Graham, Mrs H Hinton, 

                    Mrs A Milne, Mr J Moore, Mr J Richardson, Mrs I Bishop, Mrs Mary Miller (WCC)

                    Cllr Graeme Morrice, Cllr Janet Campbell, 

Apologies:  Cllr Alex Davidson

                               

	2
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS



	
	Proposed by Callum Arthur. Seconded by Mr D Flight.

Previous minutes – 3.v – ‘appreciated’ instead of ‘enjoyed’. Duly amended.



	3
	MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES



	i
	Cold Calling Control Zones

The cost for providing street signs, leaflets, red cards and letter to residents in Alexander Street, East Main Street and Forrest Walk is £198. 

A suggestion was put forward that an application be made for £750 from the Special Project Grant to set up more Cold Calling Control Zones. The community council would contribute £250. Proposed by Mr D Flight. Seconded by Mr J Moore.

Action: HH


  

	ii
	Blue Bin Recycling

West Lothian Council has negotiated with its recycling partners to take textiles and tetrapax in the blue bins. The textiles targeted are the 6% that are currently disposed of in the grey bin. Re-usable textiles should still be passed on to charity shops, etc.



	iv
	Speed Bumps in Station Road

These are proving effective in reducing the speed of traffic. 

   


	v
	Rubble in Strathbrock Place

This has now been removed.

	vi
	Uphall to Binny Craig Right of Way

Regarding the collapsed stone wall at the head rig, David Oldham does not know who owns this section of land. It is unclear where this stone wall is situated. Secretary to write to Mrs Cuthbertson, asking for more details as to its situation.

                                                                                            

	vii
	Draft National Planning Framework 2 (NFP2)

NFP2 guides Scotland’s spatial development to 2030 and sets out strategic priorities to support the Scottish Government’s central purpose of promoting sustainable economic growth. The four themes covered are economy, sustainability (Strategic Environmental Assessment is written into NFP2), Communities and productivity. Responses to this draft consultation to be submitted by 22nd April.



	viii
	Cycleway/Footpath A89

Greatly appreciated by walking group.

	ix
	Middleton Pond

The fence has now been mended. A member of the community council fixed the gate.

	4
	POLICE REPORT



	
	During March, 16 crimes were recorded with 4 being solved. There were 4 youth calls during the month.

1st March – A house in Crossgreen Drive had an airgun fired at its windows. The window was not damaged, however some airgun pellets were found on the window ledge. Again on 4th March a report of shots being heard in Crossgreen Drive led to a police operation. Two 16 year old males were traced with an air rifle and both were charged with a number of offences.

2nd March – Two windows in Middleton Hall Nursing Home were smashed. Police have a suspect and enquiries are ongoing.

7th March – A male was arrested in Houston Gardens following a domestic dispute. He resisted arrest and attempted to head-butt officers at the scene. He managed to head-butt an officer whilst in custody and was held for court.

23rd March – An attempt was made to steal a car from Wyndford Place.

24th March – A van, which was parked overnight in School Place, was broken into and some tools were stolen. The same van was broken into overnight on 26th.

26th March – Another car was broken into overnight in Howieson Green and a sat nav was stolen.

30th March – A male was reported going door to door in South Middleton selling pictures. NHW representative informed the police for information purposes.



	5
	TREASURER’S REPORT



	
	The total balance stands at £782.46.



	6
	CORRESPONDENCE



	i
	Circulate

· SEPA View 

· Postwatch Scotland 

· Uphall Community Centre Management Committee – minute of meeting held on 7th April



	ii
	Planning Applications

Erection of house at Plot 20-30 Alexander Street.



	iii
	Data Protection Act

Letter from Assistant Commissioner advising that every data controller (in this case, each community council) is required to notify their processing of personal data to the Commissioner. The annual fee is £35.

Action: HH



	iv
	Association of Scottish Community Councils – Constitution Consultation

Proposed amendments and comments to be made by 21st June. It was agreed that this document would be discussed at next month’s meeting.



	v
	ASCC – Membership Renewal

The yearly membership renewal is now due - £15.

Action: HH



	vi
	Reporter’s Report on the Public Local Inquiry into the Finalised West Lothian Local Plan
The report outlines the Reporter’s conclusions and recommendations on all outstanding objections. West Lothian Council will now consider the conclusions and recommendations and decide what action to take. It is envisaged the Council Executive will consider a report on proposed modifications to the local plan. The Council is not obliged to accept the recommendations. Copies of the report will be available for inspection at The Planning Office in Linlithgow, Council Information Services Offices at Strathbrock Centre and public libraries. It can also be viewed on the council website www.westlothian.gov.uk

	vii
	West Lothian Draft Core Paths Plan

The West Lothian Draft Core Paths Plan will be on deposit from 26th March until 18th June. This statutory plan will be available for inspection at West Lothian House, Livingston, Council Information Services Offices at Strathbrock Centre and public libraries. It can also be viewed and commented upon on the council website www.westlothian.gov.uk (in the search box type CPP). The second open meeting of the West Lothian Access Forum will be held on 24th April at 7.00pm in the Hilcroft Hotel, Whitburn. A representative from the community council will attend.

Action: DF

  

	viii
	Crime Prevention Meeting

This will take place at the Almondvale Suite, Almondvale Football Stadium on Tuesday 22nd April at 7.00pm. All Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators and Community Council representatives are invited to attend.

Action: HH, JR



	ix
	Airdrie/Bathgate Rail Link Project

Network Rail is continuing advance work in relation to the above project. A Community Forum meeting will be held in Uphall Community Centre on Thursday 8th May at 7.00pm to inform communities of the progress to date.

Action: HH, JR



	x
	Dobbies Garden Centre

Letter received informing us that, after having discussions with West Lothian Council’s Planning Officers, a planning application for a Dobbies Garden World in Uphall would not receive any support. Regretfully no planning application will be submitted. This information was received with disappointment by community council members who are supportive of a Dobbies Garden Centre in Uphall. Secretary to contact Stuart Wright, director of Property & Development.

Action: HH



	xi
	Parking Charges at The Elements, Livingston

Letter received from Land Securities regarding the proposed car parking charges and controls which are due to be introduced next year. This is being done in order to contribute to the high costs of land and development that apply in town centres and the provision of high standards of security and services. The charges have not yet been set but they will be substantially lower than city centre charging. Plans for controls and charges will be published this summer.



	xii
	Proposed Closure of Bangour Footbridge

Following a recent inspection of the steel footbridge crossing the A89 at the former Bangour Village Hospital, its condition is considered to be poor and will soon become unsafe for pedestrian use. With the prospect of a major housing development at the former site of the hospital, a footbridge would no longer be required. A decision has therefore been made to close the footbridge if there are no objections to this proposal.



	xiii
	Ceilidh

Strathbrock Community Centre Management Committee are holding a Ceilidh on Friday 9th May from 7.30 – 11.30pm. Tickets £6.50 (buffet included, licensed bar).



	7
	AOCB



	i
	Uphall Community Centre

Loop system now available for those with hearing problems.



	ii
	Drains in Thomson Court and Thomson Grove

These require cleaning. Cllrs to attend to this matter.

Action: Cllrs

	iii
	Bottle Bank

The overflowing bottle banks have now been emptied – vehicle had been off the road for a few days.



	iv
	Litter Bins at Millbank Park

One of the litter bins at the park has been vandalised and the other one is no longer there. Rubbish is beginning to accumulate. Secretary to contact NETs.

Action: HH



	v
	Notice Boards

It was agreed that two notice boards would be purchased so that community council minutes and other items of news could be displayed – one in the PO and the other in the Community Centre.

Action: JR



	8
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING



	
	The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 18th June at 7.30pm in Uphall Community Centre. 
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