UPHALL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 20th April 2005 in Uphall Community Centre

Item
Description


Action


Present:      Mrs J Baxter, Mrs M Davies, Mrs H Chalmers, Mrs M Cook, Mr D Flight,          

                   Mrs H Hinton, Mr J Moore. Mrs L Thomson, Mrs E Valentine

                   PC C Hulme

                   Cllr G Morrice

Apologies:  Mr F Graham, Mrs A Milne, Mr A Valentine

                   Cllr A Davidson




1
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING



Proposed by Mrs L Thomson. Seconded by Mr D Flight.






2
POLICE REPORT



Crime levels are up on last year – from 317 to 433 – but this is due mainly to the new way of recording crime. The solvency rate has risen – from 49% last year to 54% this year. Vandalism accounts for more than of the crimes committed. Two well-know young ladies are helping with investigations and hopefully charges will be forthcoming. The riding of mini motorbikes on pavements is a problem in certain areas. Riders will be reported if caught. Linlithgow sheriff considers this to be a chargeable offence.

Kevin Rafferty from the Neighbourhood Response Team will talk about Antisocial Behaviour Orders at the May meeting of the Community Council.




3
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES




i
Skatepark

Ongoing planning.




ii
St John’s Hospital

Information requested is currently being collated.




iii
Resurfacing Work at Stankards

Work ongoing.




iv
Restricted Car Parking

Ongoing.




v
Hanging Baskets

Special Project Grant received for the purchase of 10 hanging baskets. Secretary to contact NET’s 


HH

vi
Planning Seminar

As no representative from the Community council was able to attend this meeting, the secretary to write requesting a copy of the presentation.


HH

v
Footpath towards Bridge over A89

The complaint about the lack of lighting on this stretch of footpath has been forwarded to the action Officer Davie Wilson who will investigate the complaint and respond in due course.




4
CORRESPONDENCE




i
Circulate

· Community Safety News – Lothian and Borders Police

· SEPA View

· VAWL Newsletter – Voluntary Action West Lothian

· Paths To Health Newsletter

· The Right Track Newsletter

· Details of One Day Seminars

· Spokes – Cycling Newsletter

· Scottish Outdoor Access Code

      -     Tesco – Investing in Scotland




ii
Planning Applications

All planning applications related to our area were noted. One of the planning applications has already been objected to on two occasions. Secretary to phone planning officer.


HH

iii
Bristow Muldoon MSP.

Bristow Muldoon MSP will attend our Community Council meeting on 17th August. The specific topics that will be addressed will be the Health service, Education and Transportation.




iv
West Lothian Food Co-op Meeting

Angela Moohan, Community Health Development Officer – Food Initiatives, will attend the meeting being held on September 21st to discuss food co-ops.




v
Uphall Diamonds Football Club – under 14’s

Letter of thanks from the secretary thanking us for the donation sent to them.




vi
Community Council Elections

These elections are due to take place in either September or October 2005 – the actual date has yet to be fixed. The election notices will be advertised in the local press.




vii
Proposal to Build New Council HQ

Letter from West Lothian Council SNP Group regarding the building of a new £20750 million Council HQ in Livingston. The proposed Civic Centre would include Council HQ, Police HQ and Sheriff and District Court. 




viii
Central Scotland Forest Trust

One day training courses available for delivering the John Muir Award Scheme.




ix
Trafalgar Weekend

2005 is the bicentenary year of the Battle of Trafalgar. Information about the Trafalgar Weekend which will take place from 21st to 23rd October this year.




x
Rural Scotland

Director’s report and notification of AGM which will take place on 7th May in Kelso.




xi
Action Notes

Minutes of meeting with West Lothian Community Councils held on 14th March. No change with acute services at St John’s.


xii
Motherwell Bridge Site

Letter from Mr McIntosh keeping us up to date with the work he is doing in connection with this site. Letters are still being exchanged to the various peoples in authority having duties and responsibilities and the information is conflicting. He is proposing to present a Petition to the Scottish Parliament Petitions Committee, to identify the problems facing local communities in exercising their human rights and public health protection and to identify any administration and system failures that exist in current environmental, planning, local authority and health and safety legislation, particularly in relation to demolition. To ensure that local communities in Scotland have sufficient protection and are able to exercise their rights when increasing numbers of industrial and chemical sites containing lethal asbestoses and other contaminants are not being properly or adequately decontaminated, remediated and rectified before any further new or redevelopments take place. Uphall Community Council support this proposed action.




xiii
Publicising Your Community Council Website

Posters and leaflets to publicise the website to be displayed – the posters to be displayed in the Community Centre and local shops and the leaflets placed in the Community Centre.


HH

5
AOCB




i
Finalised West Lothian Local Plan 2005 

West Lothian Council has approved the Finalised West Lothian Local Plan 2005. There will be no housing development at Forkneuk. It has been agreed that there will be 15% of affordable housing in the housing development in Broxburn/Winchburgh.




ii
Broxburn and Uphall Fairtrade Community

It was agreed that we would like to find out more information about this scheme. Cllr G Morrice to arrange for someone to talk to the Community Council about this initiative.


GM

iii
Estate Agents Signs

More and more of these signs are being displayed in various sites causing rather an eyesore. Cllr G Morrice  informed us that a policy was being developed to address this matter.




6
DATE OF NEXT MEETING





The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 18th May 2005 in Uphall Community Centre at 7.30pm. 








